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Observations from the study of the phenomenon of public space
in Kiriwong Village, Nakhon Si Thammarat
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Abstract
This article aims to understand (read) and describe the phenomenon of uses in

public space on the issues of roles, functions and meanings of public spaces in the Thai
villages. In addition, social phenomena related to the uses of public space developed through
the interrelationships in personal, family, community and outsider levels are explained. The
research data was collected through participatory observation in Kiriwong Village during June
to October 2016. This research explores the characteristics of public spaces which are
commonly used in the village, and how they have related to the community system.

The results indicate that (1) the formation process of public spaces in the village is often due
to the needs of villagers to solve problems focusing on their livelihood, living and society, (2)
In villagers’ point of view, public spaces have various hierachical order according to people’s
personal values such as religious beliefs and numbers of villagers sharing space, (3) the
membership of public space can change according to people’s preference or mutual right
earned from participation during the construction process, and (4) the emerging of public
space and access rules can be used as a mechanism to solve problems of village and villagers
through community participatory processes. Hence the deeper understanding of the role,
function and meanings of public spaces learnt from the case study would be ground
knowledge for the theoretical establishment of public space in the Thai society.

Keyword: Public Space, Social Space, Thai Village, Kiriwong
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fuitReog s it Ayvesnsiaudeseaynyin”
“...space is fundamental in any form of communal life;
space is fundamental in any exercise of power.”
(Foucault, 1984: 252)
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