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The Guideline Of Bookshelves Design In The Small Mobile Library Of Bangkok
Metropolitan To Promote Reading Activities
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Abstract

Bookshelves in mobile library are necessary for reading activities. They are used to
store books which are sorted into various categories, so that library users are able to search for
their desired books. Currently, Bangkok Metropolitan aims to adjust bookmobile to match
small communities. Thus, this research emphasizes on developing a design guideline for
bookshelves stored inside small-sized mobile library in order to promote reading activities. The
research is conducted using quantitative methods by collecting information on factors
influencing library usage, user behavior and opinions related to reading activities inside
bookmobile from the representative samples, which are 21 mobile library officers and 380
children from Child Development Center of Bangkok Metropolitan as well as primary schools.
Data are collected through observation, 3-point scales and checklist. The results of descriptive
statistics analysis show that bookshelf design is linked to the behaviors and needs of library
users. For instance, book covers and spines should be displayed out from the left side of the
bookmobile. There should be one door at the side and one small door at the back. Bookshelf
should be L shape and placed on the right side of the bookmobile and faces inside.
Additionally, the structure of bookshelf should be able to adapt to all kinds of reading
activities. The material should be stainless steel and wood due to durability. Light color tone is

used to attract children.

Keywords: Book shelves design, Small mobile library, Reading activities
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