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Abstract
This article shows the results of comparing the phonetic characteristics of Bangkok

Thai tones produced by Khmers who learn Thai language by themselves in Thailand, Khmers
who learn Thai language in Cambodia and Khmers who learn Thai language in Thailand. The
objectives of this study are to analyze and to compare the phonetic characteristics of Bangkok
Thai tones produced by the three groups of Khmer speakers. The monosyllabic words in
citation were acoustically studied. The participants are 30 Khmers, aged 20-35 years divided
into 3 groups and 2 native Thai speakers whose tonal production were analyzed and
employed as Thai tonal characteristics reference, aged 20-35 years for Bangkok Thai tonal
characteristics reference. The word list comprised 27 words. The recordings and acoustic
analysis were done with praat version 6.0.21.

The results of the comparison reveal that Bangkok Thai tones produced by Khmers
who learn Thai language in Thailand and those produced by Khmers who learn Thai language
in Cambodia are more similar to the tones produced by Thai native speakers in FO height, FO
contour and FO range than those produced by Khmers who learn Thai language by
themselves.

Furthermore, Khmers who learn Thai language in Thailand can produce Bangkok Thai
tones of which 3 contour tones (high falling tone, mid rising tone and low rising tone) are more
similar to native Thai speakers’ tones than those produced by their counterparts in Cambodia
in terms of FO height and FO contour. Regarding FO height and FO contour of 2 level tones (mid
level tone and low level tone), the difference is not considerable. The FO ranges of the two
aforementioned groups of Khmers are somewhat similar to native Thai speakers’ ones to
indistinguishable degree.

Keywords : Tones. Khmer, Acoustic Phonetics
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