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The objectives of this research article was to publish academic work in which other organizations and
institutes, especially, tourism and culture institutes are able to apply and implement in related work.
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Abstract
The study aimed to investigate the identity of Phukhamyao (Phayao Province) and to

analyze the meaning of roles and functions of those identities relating to three terms; Image,
Belief and Wisdom. Data collection was done by focus group discussion of the community
leaders and house villagers in Phayao. Folklore methodology was implemented in analyzing
the collected data.

The results revealed that the identity of Phukhamyao could be classified into
6 elements. They are 1) religious places 2) natural resources 3) Buddha images 4) local
products 5) historical sites and 6) heroes. Each element consisted of the three icons; image,
belief and wisdom that supported the meanings of these six identities in creating dignity for
their community, in indicating the cultural and art development, in functioning as the
community center and spirit refuge for people as well as the ideal to take control the
community, in presenting unique identity of the community and in enhancing local economic

by tourism in the area.
Keywords: Identity of Phukhamyao, role, function
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