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Abstract
"Jewelry of Life" is an article focused on a collection of mixed-media body jewelry

inspired by shapes of human internal organs under the concept of "Jewelry of Life". Regard to
the belief that internal organs were not only essential to the human body but also
ireplaceable. However, the general public had often shown negative attitude toward the idea
of viewing inner body tissues due to its association with accident or surgery, during which these
organs were in their most damaged and unpleasant state, further emphasized their horrific
nature and the feeling of terror they induced. This collection of artworks was inspired as a way
to communicate the importance of body organs through the value of beauty in art.

Based on the concept and objectives of this collection, body jewelry were presented
in the form of female figures, together with jewelry pieces shaped to resemble human internal
organs such as brain, heart, lungs, breasts, blood vessels and ligaments. These wearable
mixed-media installation artworks aimed to present a positive attitude toward human internal
organs and to exhibit not only the aesthetic beauty of each artwork, but also the unique
healing properties and their effects on the wearer's body and mind.

As series of mixed-media sculptures, this collection consisted of two unique features:
the body jewelry inspired by shapes of internal organs and the body sculpture of female
figures to represent vitality. These different features worked together harmoniously to
showcase the meaning of "Jewelry of Life". To further improve on the concept, the matter of
how specific components relate to the body was also taken into consideration; the types of

gemstone used in the body jewelry were selected not only for their beauty but also for their
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healing properties, while characteristics of medical devices such as orthoses and prostheses
could be observed in some aspects.

"Jewelry of Life" was presented as an art exhibition and had drawn significant
attention from the attending audience. Many had taken time to examine the details and
provided comments on how these works could benefit both people with and without
disability by promoting self-confidence and allowing them to proudly engage in social
functions. As evident from the feedbacks and reactions of the audience, the success of the

proposal, concept and objectives of this collection of works was conclusive.
Keywords: Jewelry of Life / Orthosis / Body Jewelry / Gemstones
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i
m‘wﬁ 1 Jewelry from Marked Design, Heidi Gard‘ner and Lou éiesen
(4¢) Jewelry from Markhed Design, 2011. Pierced Silver, Black Oxide (Rare Bird Finds, 2011:
online)
(nang) Jewelry from Heidi Gardner, 2012. Brass and small black diamonds (limaart, 2012: online)
(¥31) Jewelry from Lou Giesen, 2012. Rubber and plastic, Golden perforation (Chen, 2012:
online)
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ANl 2 Jewelry from Jemma MclLean, Skinned Alive, 2010. Anatomical Structure

(Ruiz, 2010: online)
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Al 3 Jewelry from Stephanie Bila, 2012. and Samantha Nania, Arabesque Neckpiece, 2013.
(%18) Beech Timber and Swarovski Crystal. (Chalcraft, 2012: online)

(931) Beech wood, nickel, epoxy resin. 6.25 x 16 x 9 inches. (Nania, 2013: online)
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mwﬁ 4 (e) Jewelry from Olga Noronha, Conflict: Rejection /Attraction, 2012. Leather,
Gold, Silver and resin coated. (Noronha, 2012: online)

(W) Jewelry from Hanna Mawbey, 2015. Silver and copper. (Mawbey, 2015: online)
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m‘W‘ﬁ 6 Allen Jones, Secretary, 1972. Mixing technique, 99 x 47 x 77 cm; Germany 2012.

(Female legs: works by Allen Jones, 2014: online)
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