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A study and Assessment of Cultural Environment Elements of Phitsanulok
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Abstract
This study aimed to (1) explore and evaluate the values and importance of cultural

environment components of Phitsanulok Province and (2) provide recommendations about the
development of Phitsanulok city with valuable cultural environment in correlation with the
urban development perspective through perceptions and the evaluation of cultural
environment values from native and experienced residents living in Phitsanulok Province.
Literature review and field survey were employed in this study. The evaluation of values and
importance of cultural environment components was conducted through the questionnaire
from three population groups as a total of 100 samples including youth, working age and
elderly groups. The research results were then summarized by descriptive statistics and
inferential statistics. Subsequently, the results of this study were presented to the expertise in
order to obtain further recommendations regarding the evaluation of the values and
importance of cultural environment components of Phitsanulok Province including the
suggestions about the development of Phitsalunok city with valuable cultural environment in
correlation with urban development perspectives at present and in the future.

The results of this study responded to research questions comprehensively. The
population groups perceived and recognized the values and importance of cultural
environmental components in all perspectives as follows (1) the components of abstract
cultural environment which included the tradition of Phra Phuttha Chinnarat Buddha image
celebration, (2) the components of man-made cultural environment which included Phra Sri

Rattana Mahathat Temple and (3) the natural cultural environment component of the Nan
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River respectively. The results showed the recognition of values which reflected the
uniqueness of local community. Moreover, the results indicated that Phitsanulok Province
remained the center of Buddhism which with people’ livelihoods were adhered to culture,
norms and traditions as in the past.

The recommendations on the development of Phitsanulok Province with valuable
cultural environment in correlation with urban development perspectives at present and in
the future were comprised of three areas. (1) The recommendations on urban development at
population level which focused on building understanding about conservation process and
methods with the support of participatory-approach at all levels toward community changes
and development for the conservation of cultural environment components. (2) The
recommendations on urban development at related-authorities level which focused on
developing concrete policy plans on the conservation and development of Phitsanulok
Province including creating the explicit uniqueness of city structure as a sense of place under
the collaboration among relevant authorities, organizations, activity groups toward

comprehensive and convergent collaboration.

Keywords : Elements, Perception, Values Assessment, Cultural Environment, Phitsanulok
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