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The Wickerwork’s Creative and Conservation of Traditional Bamboo Handicraft

Center in Phanat Nikhom, Chonburi Province.
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Abstract

The existence of handicraft wickerwork community in Thailand has decreased due to
numbers of factors; especially Thai economic and industrialization development which
affected wickerwork handicraft communities in many areas of Thailand could not adapt
themselves to such change and finally disappeared.

This article aimed to propose self-adaptation method by preserving and creating
handicrafts products introduced by Traditional Bamboo Handicraft Center located in Phanat
Nikhom District, Chonburi Province. Data collection methods were interviewing, observing the
operation of Traditional Bamboo Handicraft Center and collecting documentation data and
photographs. Content analysis and classification analysis method were applied to analyze the
data. Traditional Bamboo Handicraft Center was established in 1978 as the first bamboo
wickerwork handicrafts community in Phanat Nikhom district, supported by The Foundation for
the Promotion of Supplementary Occupations and Related Techniques of Her Majesty Queen
Sirikit of Thailand which influenced on encouraging local people in Phanat Nikhom to produce
beautiful and trendy bamboo wickerwork handicraft products for value added. Also, the
network of the handicraft productions was spreading throughout Phanat Nikhom District to
make bamboo handicrafts products and distribute to The Foundation for the Promotion of
Supplementary Occupations and Related Techniques of Her Majesty Queen Sirikit of Thailand
for sale to earn revenue in addition to agricultural professions.

The results of this study indicated that Traditional Bamboo Handicraft Center has
developed production management and marketing system so that the work processes were
up-to-date, for example, making connection to distribute crafts work in accordance with skills

of people, developing tools and machines to facilitate work, improving bamboo wickerwork
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handicrafts forms and products to meet the customers’ requirement, developing marketing
and transportation system and propagating local wisdom of bamboo wickerwork handicrafts to
people who are interested. Bamboo wickerwork handicrafts, the local wisdom, was hoped to
be passed on to the younger generation. This is a good example of self-adaptation by
preserving and creating bamboo wickerwork handicrafts products which other community

could apply to their lives.

Keywords: Wickerwork Handicrafts, Conservation, Community Development, CreativeEconomy,

Phanat Nikhom District.
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