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Abstract
This study aimed to investigate financial limitations of Ubon Ratchathani local

newspapers influencing the inspection of government agencies in the province. Two
local newspapers including OK E-san and Patum Malai, publishing on August 2013 — July
2016, and In-depth Interview among a total of 11 stakeholders were applied for data
collection.

The results of the study demonstrated that the local newspapers did not play
a significant role, or had no role, for checking the government agencies because of their
financial constraints, considered as a critical problem resulting in an unclear media
management system. Incomes of officers who are working in the mass media industry
were not enough for their livings contributing to insufficient officers/professionals in the
mass media industry. Additionally, it was quite hard to check the government agencies
as mass media entrepreneurs including officers spent their most working times to find a
source of investment funds to sustain their newspapers. The findings also indicated that
only few government agencies were inspected as the newspapers companies were afraid
of laws and political authorities. Officers in the editorial department also had other
significant occupations, the newspaper work considered as a supplement work, so that
they could not give an importance on the mass media work especially the duty of
checking on government performances. Lastly, few investment funds of the two
newspapers companies were granted by the government; however, it was not influential

for them in performing the inspection of government agencies.

Keywords : Local Newspapers, Checking, Government Agencies
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