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Shop or Home, the expression of public and private spaces of shop

houses on Na Phra Lan Road and Maha Rat Road.
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Abstract

This article is about dwelling in commercial building (shop house) in Bangkok. That
have two different functions, home and shop or private and public spaces, occuring in same
area. Habits of the residents are the main subject of research and explain how residents allow
customers to use this area. The case study is commercial building on Na Phra Lan Rd. and
Maha Rat Rd. Shops being use as case studies are is 1). Tor Banjong, Na Phra Lan Rd. 2).
Minglee Na Phra Lan Rd. 3). Rungkasem Maha Rat Rd. 4). Chareonchai Maha Rat Rd. The
research methodology is observation and photographing the main entrance of the shops from
4.00am-8.00pm including interviewing the shop owners. The findings consist of the expression
of privacy through 1. “Symbolic” e.q. lifting all chairs on the table, emptying the show case
boards and 2. “Encloser” e.q. half closing doors, blocking the main entrance with plastic
board, sitting at the main entrances.

From the case studies, we can conclude that the sense of dwelling isn’t always
expressed continuingly. Public or private uses can be managed by architecture elements,
everyday objects, and activity organization. From the outside, the shopfront may look like
unorganized but the owner can clearly express public or private uses of space clearly. Sense

of private space or public space may not be realized through architectural elements alone.
Keywords: home, shop, public space, private space, dwelling
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“The truck driver is at home on the highway, but he does not have his lodging

there; the working woman is at home in the spinning mill, but not have her dwelling place
there; the chief engineer is at home in the power station, but not dwell there. This building
house man. He inhabits them and yet does not dwell in them.”"
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! Oliver, Paul. (1987). Dwelling: The Vernacular House World Wide. New York: Phidon. 30-31
° Heidegger, Martin. (1971). “Building, Dwelling, Thinking.” In Poetry, Language, Thought. Publisher: Harper Perennial
Modern Classics. 347
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