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Abstract
Knowledge of craft specialization of early humans in Southeast Asian region is to

understand how they selected and chose pebbles for making tools by using technique and
method to knap pebble in proper shape which is suitable for use related to their subsistence
and habitat. According to available data, the specialization and appropriateness between raw
material, technique and tool flaking, people in Southeast Asia creatively made ‘Hoabinhian’
tools approximately 35,000 - 12,000 years ago. During the period, archaeologists determine
that it is the transition between the Palaeolithic and Neolithic periods. The appearance of
‘Hoabinhian’ assemblages in Southeast Asia demonstrates local lithic raw material usage that
shared a similar norm and ideology over the region. This paper aims to study the relationship
between stone tool types and raw materials from Tham Lod Rockshelter by using Chaine
opératoire perspective (operational chain or operational sequence approach) to explain how
stone tool types and raw material selection is related. The result demonstrates that hunter-
gatherers of the prehistoric period who lived at Tham Lod Rockshelter used fourteen types of
stone of three rocks (igneous, sedimentary and metamorphic) and particularly, sandstone that
was easily available was mainly used a raw material for making almost types of stone tools.
Because of sandstone’s appropriate property, pebble tools of all sizes and shapes could be
easily produced. It is found that of fourteen types of stone, eight types of them were used to
make Short-axe tools, seven for Chopping tools, six for Chopper, scraper and Sumatralith tools.
This is suggested that the prehistoric men at Tham Lod gained insight into the making of lithic

tools by using local raw material.

Keywords: Tham Lod Rockshelter, Stone tool, Hoabinhian, Lithic raw material
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