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Abstract

This research aimed to explain factors that cause the reduction of vegetable
production areas in Thawi Watthana district during 1976-2015. Two groups of data were
collected 1) physical changes such as built-up area expansion were collected from Civil
Division, Thawi Watthana district and related documents 2) causes of physical changes,
governmental roles and operations, and problems and obstacles were gathered by semi-
structure interview key persons related to city planning, policy enforcement and agricultural
management from government agencies and related documents. The findings showed that 1)
Policy-oriented factor - city’s administrator’s lack of understanding and ignorance of the
importance of urban and peri-urban agriculture, both at the Bangkok Metropolitan level and
the district level, was the main cause that led to the lack of effective measures to preserve
and promote agricultural areas 2) Economic factor is another key factor that caused the

expansion of built-up area, which was mainly housing projects.
Keywords: Urban and peri-urban agriculture, Agricultural area
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