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Abstract

This paper aims to study the framework of cooperation between Thailand and
neighboring countries in the Greater Mekong Subregion, Ayeyawady — Chao Phraya —-Mekong
Economic Cooperation Strategy (ACMECS), and its implications on Thai economic policy
towards Lao PDR. The study found that under the framework of cooperation, ACMECS,
Thailand has taken the economic cooperation projects in priority cooperation areas, namely,
trade and investment facilitation, agricultural cooperation, tourism cooperation, and transport
linkages. These policies include projects for example contract farming, sister city, development
of infrastructure for linking with neighboring countries. As a result, the impact of this policies
has an effect on the provinces in Thai-Lao border, especially, sister city between Mukdahan
and Savannakhet. The economic benefit is that sister city has been the linking of the border

trade, investment, and tourism.

Keywords: Thai Economic Policy towards Laos, Thaksin Shinawatra, ACMECS, Thai-Lao Sister City
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19Tz - Willws (Ayeyawady-Chao Phraya-Mekong Economic Cooperation Strategy; ACMECS) i

A 1

foiniddyegnann WeinnsanannisuaasuleunesisUssmesioszan ludeudiuiag we. 2548 7
1#6197 ACMECS Hugnsmanidunisyendnvedlnedildidunuiiondou (ASEAN) Tasdunaldann
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