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Abstract

This research was conducted to study the spatial development of eco-tourism in Pha
Luang Waterfall Forest Park and study the preparedness of the Ban Na Lern community to
participate in eco-tourism development. Conducted by using the evaluation of quality
standards for natural attractions and the tourist satisfaction questionnaire of 80 tourist samples
by accidental sampling and the attitude of people in community questionnaire toward eco-
tourism development of the 266 samples by using a sample size calculated according to the
Yamane’s formula and simple random sampling. Including focus group discussion with the 8
community representatives were selected by using purposive sampling. And interview
information about the general context of the area from leader of Pha Luang Waterfall Forest
Park of 3 people and officer of Baan Na Learn sub district administrative organization of 2
people. Analyze the data from the research and presented by descriptive statistics.

The results revealed that the evaluation result of quality standard for this natural
attraction based on 3 aspects namely the value of natural resources and the risk of being
destroyed 25 points, the potential of tourism development 15 points and the management
23.25 points which is at the good level and can be developed to be an essential eco-tourism
attraction by providing natural study trail for tourist and allowing the community to use and
gather natural resources under the control of the forest park. The forest park also regularly
monitors and evaluates changes in natural resources. However, the development of services

and facilities for tourism has budget constraints and participation of the community is still low.
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In the satisfaction of tourists, it was found that the most satisfaction is education and
entertainment, follow with the service of officers and the least satisfaction is the accessibility.
The results on community preparedness to be participated in eco-tourism development
showed that most villagers have positive attitude to tourists and tourism development due to
the variety of natural resources in the area are beautiful and the development can increase
number of tourists, create prosperity and income to the community even more. The potential
impact on the community, villagers think they can cope but not confident in the issue of
coping and resolving the potential impact on natural resources. However, they are ready and
willing to participate with every procedure. It indicates that the villagers are ready to
participate but focus on economic and the number of tourist. Guidelines for eco-tourism
development of Pha Luang Waterfall Forest Park appropriate to the community context
therefore, should promote participation in the tourism development of community by creating
knowledge and understanding of eco-tourism principles and conservation of natural resources

to people in the community for sustainable tourism area development.

Keywords: Pha Luang Waterfall Forest Park, Community Preparedness, Eco-tourism
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