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Public Opinions on Environmental Impacts Management after The

Construction of Mae Kuang Udom Thara Dam, Chiang Mai Province.
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Abstract
The purposes of this research were to 1) the level of demand from the locals

towards the management of environmental effects by government agencies. and 2) the
methods in managing environmental impacts that the government agencies can apply to
reduce the locals’ anxieties. This study used both quantitative and qualitative research
methods. Data were collected from fieldwork studies; questionnaires, interviews, and focus-
group discussions. Samples were the locals consisting of 362 households, 10 community
leaders, and 12 government officers. The results found that the demand to management of
environmental impacts after the construction of the dam from the government sector,
according to overall survey was the moderate level. When considered by aspects, level of
demand to problem solving about human used value was highest followed by physical,
biological and social aspects, respectively. Meanwhile, management of environmental impacts
of the government sector, according to survey with community leaders and government
officials, was found to be at moderate level in overall. When considered by aspects,
management of human used value was the highest followed by biological, social and physical
aspects, respectively. The major problem is the water management of the dam and the
problem of water is not enough. Community leaders should support activities about
environment and natural resource conservation and worthy water use. The government
sectors should provide a concrete plan and measure regrading water management for long-
term solving since water shortage will have affected livelihood of people extensively so that it
can be employed as a guideline for further consideration about future dam construction

projects.
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