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A Reappraisal of Ideas on the Cultural Development
of the Ancient City of U-Thong
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Abstract
Most previous scholars usually suggested that the ancient city of U-Thong, in

Suphan Buri Province, was a major port in the proto-historic or pre-Dvaravati period and
it was an early capital of Dvaravati state during the 4th-8th centuries. However, from the
new archaeological analysis show the period of prosperity of ancient U-Thong occurred
during the middle of Dvaravati period about the 8th-10th centuryz. The influence of
Mahayana Buddhism is evident at U-Thong in this period and many archaeolosical finds
of external trade with Srivijaya, India (Pala Dynasty), China (T’ang Dynasty), and Middle
East (Abbasid dynasty) were also found. Thus, the rise of Mahayana Buddhism, coupled
with the economic prosperity along the maritime silk road, is the main factor that made
ancient U-Thong, and other contemporary communities in Central Thailand, grow

significantly in the middle of the Dvaravati period.
Keywords: Ancient City of U-Thong, Cultural development
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