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Abstract

Male circumcision was a type of cultural rites generally practiced among ancient
people in the past. Some ethnic groups believed it signified as a form of religious sacrifice
whereas some other groups perceived it as a rite of passage marking a boy’s complete
entrance into adulthood. Some cultures perceived it as a commandment from God to be
fulfilled by faith. The history of male circumcision in Islam revealed that Prophet Ibrahim was
the first person to practice circumcision as he did on his own effort in order to prove his faith
and submission to God. This historical evidence was also equivalent to what mentioned in
Christian’s Bible. Circumcision has been continually practiced among prophets of Judaism,
Christianity and Islam. As for Islam, the circumcision rite was inherited from Prophet Ibrahim
following down the line until the last prophet, Muhammad. The essential goal of circumcision
was for hygienic purpose as well as to promote good health by means of eliminating germs
and infections. Circumcision in Islam was merely conducted to fulfil God’s command in those
days. However for nowadays it turned out to be conformed to the medical practice as studies
revealed that circumcision helped reduce the risks of cancer, prevent venereal disease and
urinary tract infection. Moreover, it also helped reduce a chance of getting infected by
sexually-transmitted diseases such as HIV (Human Immunodeficiency Virus) and HPV (Human

Papilloma Virus) in male, and helped reduce the risk of cervix cancer in female counterparts.
Keywords: Circumcision beliefs medical
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