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The Construction of Chinese Identity as a Cultural Commodity in Teng

Xiaolan’s Novellas, Beautiful Days.
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Abstract

Beautiful days is a set of novellas written by Teng Xiaolan and translated to English
in 2014. The Author uses Shanghai resurrected to be one of China’s important cosmopolitans
as a main setting. Meanwhile, the stories are developed around the characters who strongly
confine themselves to idea of Chinese traditional family and who have firmed tie with Chinese
opera, which is one of Chinese traditional arts. The writing style makes it possible to claim that
the Chinese identities are constructed. On the other hand, the characters’ living styles reveal
Chinese cultural root to the readers. The writing style, therefore, is the reproduction of Chinese
traditional custom which indicates Chinese cultural awakening; one of the important
phenomenon in Chinese society amid the culture clash of traditional and modern culture.
Besides, translation spreads the knowledge about Chinese tradition to non-Chinese readers.
The identity reproduction related to the cultural root is the cultural commodity which attracts

the readers who are interested in Chinese culture.

Keywords: Identity, Literature, Commoditization, Shanghai
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