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“Commoners” in King Chulalongkorn’s Royal Letters from Europe in 1897
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Abstract

This article aims to study “commoners” represented in King Chulalongkorn’s Royal
Letters from Europe in 1897. It is found that there are several groups of commoners who are
not included within the royal family, in this Royal Letters: nobleman, middle class people and
Phrai. The Royal Letters can also be regarded as pieces of ethnography describing appearance,
mannerism, behavior and living condition of the commoners. The explorations on lives of the
commoners expand the Siamese elites’ perspectives on ethnic diversity which better their

understanding of human race.

Keywords: Commoners, Ethnography, Royal Letters, King Chulalongkorn
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