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Abstract

This article aims to study the creation of Performing Arts according to governmental
policies, focusing on Rum Wong Mattratan developed by the policy of Field Marshal Plaek
Phibunsongkhram. Mixed research methodology was used in the study. The results showed
that, the crisis of World War I, the change of Political, and the Nationalism encouraged Field
Marshal Plaek Phibunsongkhram, the Prime Minister at that time, to embrace development to
civilization by Western concept, called "the New Thai". With this, Ram Thon folk dance was
standardized as Thai classical dance by the Fine Arts Department to propagate governmental
policies. The dance was developed by integrating Western dance, modern garment defined by
state convention, and Thai traditional music mixed with Western music. Dance postures were
defined using royal Thai traditional dance. The lyric was newly created emphasizing concepts
and practices of nationalization, cultural identification, and civilization. Government officials
were required to perform Thai classical dance, followed by Western dance, every Wednesday.
This resulted in the widespread of the dance to finally become popular among nation, which
in turn affected values, behavior, and ideology of individual and society. By the standardization
of Performing Arts, definition of national standard by the Fine Arts Department, conservation of
original arts and development of new ones, installation of the arts into educational curriculum,
exhibitions, contests, and promotion of academic standing, all of these have an influence over
the propagation of Performing Arts according to governmental policies to implant cultural

awareness in the long run.
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