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Abstract
This article adopts the approach of media power in the political communication

system introduced by Michael Gurevitch and Jay Blumler to analyze the role of Thailand’s
media in political transformation, a period of time in which Thailand had the 2014 general
election and coup d'état. The study will investigate the role of three principal categories of
media, viz the print media, (Thairath, Matichon, and Bangkok Post), the broadcast media
(Channel 5, ThaiPBS, and VoiceTV), and the online media; (Prachatai and Thaipublica).

During the election it is found that Matichon, VoiceTV, and Prachatai play an editorial
guide role in supporting the election while Bangkok Post positions itself as a moderator.
However, Thairath and Channel 5 act as the public watchdog, by implication, and do not
advocate election. For ThaiPBS and Thaipublica, they have a watchdog role of the government
as well as keep silent whether they protest against the election. In the military coup in 2014
Matichon, VoiceTV and Prachatai are explicitly against the coup. Bangkok Post acts as a
moderator. This shows that these four news organizations play its role in both political cases
clearly and consistently. On the contrary, albeit considered a watchdog Thairath seems to
accept that the coup is needed to solve political problems. Channel 5 expresses its political
standpoint through taking a more active role of backing the coup whereas ThaiPBS functions as
a watchdog against the coup. It is interesting that Thaipublica has changed its role from a
watchdog remaining politically neutral to oppose the coup. These research findings show that
there is an oscillation in the role of Thailand’s media. The so-called “partisan polyvalence”
strategy is hence used by Thai media to fight for survival in political instability and economic

competition.

Keywords: Media’s roles, Political transformation, Election, Coup d'état
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