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Abstract

This article aims to present the way cartoon is utilized in Thai contemporary art that
presents the social issues in Thailand to make an understanding of techniques, methods, and
concepts of artists who utilized cartoon as a tool to communicate as fine art.

The article categorizes the aspects of cartoon into 6 aspects which are 1) cartoon
containing elements of figurative art elements, 2) narrative cartoon, 3) visually simple cartoon,
4) surrealist cartoon, 5) comedic cartoon, and 6) cartoon focusing on language and text. The
author applies these 6 aspects as criteria to choose Thai contemporary artists who presents
the social issues in Thailand to analyse, consisting of 5 artists which are 1) Kiatanan lamchan, 2)
Thaweesak Srithongdee, 3) Patcharapol Tangruen, 4) Lampu Kansanoh and 5) Vasan Sitthiket.

The study shows that Thai contemporary artists present the social issues with
different forms and quantities of aspects of cartoon. Furthermore, these aspects are popular at
the present time, although the forms and the contents of the work contradicts each other,
indicating that in these days Thai contemporary art movement accepts works that contain

elements of cartoon as fine art.

Keywords: Thai Contemporary Art, Social Issue, Cartoon
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