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Abstract
Wetlands are valuable ecosystem with a major significance in maintaining the lives of

humans, plants, and animals. Thailand wetland systems are scattered throughout the country,
however, they are being destroyed just like some others located in various parts of the world.
Nong Han KumPhawapi is one of the most important wetlands in northeast Thailand due to its
valuable ecology. It draws a large amount of tourists each year to take a boat tour of beautiful
nature and bird sanctuary. Therefore, the wetland area is currently facing its physical
deterioration which could eventually damage its ecosystem in the future. The purpose of this
research is to study (1) the values associated with the areas of Nong Han Kum Pawa Pee
Wetlands, (2) to provide recommendation for wetland management suitable for future use as
well as to promote sustainable tourism.

The proposed work is based on qualitative research of a multiple of values and
problems in the area of Nong Han Kumphawapi Wetlands located in Udon Thani Province,
where field survey and interviews of specialists and those involved in the community would
be conducted along with studies of research and academic papers.

The study indicates that Nong Han KumPhawapi Wetlands are valuable and have
potentials in (1) nature and environment (2) history, social, and cultural (3) tourism. Therefore,
to foster sustainability of the resources and use of wetland areas in Nong Han KumPhawapi,
the concerned areas are to be divided into four segments (1) 100% conservation area (2) High-
conservation area with controlled use (3) Medium-conservation area (4) Low-conservation area
and surrounding areas that are in contact with the wetlands of Nong Han KumPhawapi, the
latter of which has been designated as a buffer area divided into 2 categories according to
their intent of use namely (1) restoration of national resources; (2) prevention of invasion and

expansion of commerce.

Keywords: Wetlands, Guidelines for Wetlands Management, Nong Han Kumphawapi
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