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Transformation of Vernacular House of Orang Siam in Kedah Malaysia
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Abstract
The vernacular houses are the basis of life and related to socio-cultural and

environmental context in a specific place. The identity of the vernacular houses has a various
dimensions of similarity and different from adaption process within the changing context of the
locality, broadly and specifically. Because of the rapidly growth and continuing changes of
socio-cultural and physical aspects affect to the situation of the existence of the vernacular
houses, especially in Southern Region of Thailand. There had been a migration in both of
diversity of people and cultures which considered as agriculture-base relying system within a
unique kinship structure and religious beliefs.

There are many fascinating previous researches had studied about the kinship system
of Southern-Thai Buddhists and Orang Siam (Traditional Thai people) in Malaysia. This research
aims to answer the question how does the Orang Siam in Malaysia transform their physical
characteristics of the vernacular houses? And, what are the factors of change in the vernacular
houses? The research findings will lead to the comparison with the context of the Southern-
Thai Buddhists. (Nakorn Sri Thammarat and Songkhla provinces). This research is a qualitative
research which data collecting were derived from the field survey and analysis of related
documents and other sources. The selected research area is in Kedah where most of Orang
Siam has been living. The result found that the characteristics of the vernacular houses of
Orang Siam in Kedah had transformed to the new characteristics of the Buddhist-Thai dwellings

which obviously relate to the political factors.

Keywords:Southern Buddhist-Thai vernacular house, Orang Siam, Kedah, Nakorn Sri Thammarat

province, Songkhla province
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