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Abstract

In the past before modernization took place in the Central region of Thailand, the
traditional Thai houses and shop houses were the majority residential buildings of the urban
Thai communities. These two building types had been developed for hundreds of year to suit
with Thai culture, including its flood plain topography and tropical climate.

Nowadays, in concerning, particularly in terms of material and economy, which force
changes in Thai people’s ways of life and building styles. These changes, not only affect on
material side but also people behaviour and relationship among people in the communities.
Especially in Bangkok, the capital city of Thailand, where people live with repid and individually
concern. The majority of modern residential buildings are in European style and built by using
new materials and technology from industrial systems. Those buildings are not suitable for the
topograhy and climate of Thailand. Moreover, they cause Thai people’s behaviour and ways of
life changes to be the urban society.

This design project aims to study the characteristics of the traditional Thai house and
shop house of Thai communities in the Central region, in terms of building form and the use of
space how they are appropriate to Thai society and environments. Then, using the information
from the study to do experimental design project on “Thai style residential and commercial
space in Bangkok”. The final design intends to create the new residential and commercial
building project which encourage community relations and present the unique characteristics of

Thai architecture by using modern materials and technology at the same time.

Keywords: Thai house, shop house, Thai architecture, community, Residential and commercial
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