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Abstract
Transformation from Residential Shophouses to Hostels around the Old Town

Rattanakosin area are growing in popularity. Old wooden shophouses are converted to new
hostels with limited spaces. Since the original buildings were not designed for use as hostels, In
terms of Functionality, it is necessary to improve spatial design, building mechanical
equipment system, facade enclosure and voids to support the new usage. Many of the hostels
often offer an intimate atmosphere of living in harmony with the traditional way of life of the
community. The nostalgic atmosphere is interpreted and transcribe it into the style and
language of architecture to communicate the old community or old town in different
methods.

This research focuses on the study of the facade system before and after the
renovation. To study the balance of two important roles of architecture the polarity of the
“Pragmatic” and the terminology of the “Symbolic” that cannot be separated from each
other. While the pragmatic functional use starts with the straightforward basic requirements of
human needs, the dimension of communication and meaning will come from the use
inevitably once the uses are developed. On the other hand, “Communication” is responsive to
basic need that happened in everyday life. This paper analyzes the case studies of
architecture, the objectives, methods, and outcomes of the cooperation of such functions
through the theories of meaning, representation, interpretation and the definition in
architecture, and the theory of Nostalgia, in order to analyze the contradiction and the
balance between functional purpose “Pragmatic” and rhetorical purpose “Symbolic” in hostel

facade designs of case studies around Old Town Rattanakosin area.

Keywords : Architecture / Hostel / Fagade / Pragmatic / Symbolic / Nostalgia
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The Bhutorn Old Town Bangkok
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