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Abstract

A period between the 18th centuries was a golden era of botanical illustrations,
during which emerged a number of botanists in several countries. The popularity of botanical
illustrations had begun to spread from medical fields to royal families, aristocrats, wealthy
merchants, and progressively to common people. The Europeans had a great fascination of
their ornamental plant collections, and would hire artists to paint flowers from their own
gardens. Paintings from this period tend to have remarkably realistic characteristics. Moreover,
flowers were often drawn in anatomical parts to display each type in meticulous detail. This
floral appreciation had gained popularity amongst the personages in the botanical art
community. Many artists devoted much of their time to master the knowledge of flowers, and
had collectively redefined the expression of botanical art.

This research aims to study the golden era of botanical illustrations focusing on how it
had begun to emerge and develop. In conclusion, not only will the research on botanical
illustrations demonstrate their distinguished creation processes, be beneficial for the study of art
history, but also will provide an outlook on the society which was a key factor that both directly

and indirectly influenced botanical illustrations.
Keywords: Scientific Illustration Botanical Illustration Botanical Art
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