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The Development of the chakrabhand posayakrit puppet theatre : a case study of the
romance of the three kingdoms and talengphai
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Abstract

Thai puppetry is a composite art which has been perfected over time. Chakrabhand
Posayakrit, one among the 52 celebrated master craftsmen of the bicentennial Ratanakosin
period and National Artist in Visual Arts, has been inspired to create his puppet collections and
productions out of love and commitment that has come from his childhood days of seeing
puppetry in production. He has created puppet collections in his own style, which differs from
the old traditions. He made his own puppet collections for "The Romance of the Three
Kingdoms, the episode of the Battle of the Red Cliff”, which has led to the ongoing
development of "Taleng Phai" The study of the development of the puppetry of
Chakrabhand Posayakrit has the following findings:

1. The puppet production of "The Romance of the Three Kingdoms, the episode of
The Battle of the Red Cliff” has led to the development of the "Taleng Phai Puppet
Production" by using new materials in creation and devising mechanism for the movement of
the puppet head and hand to resemble human mobility, which differs from old puppet
traditions.

2. In creating puppets, scenery and props, "The Romance of the Three Kingdoms,
the episode of The Battle of the Red Cliff” puts major emphasis on realism. It has resulted in
the development of "Taleng Phai" in a larger-scale, more exquisite and realistic style, with
added artistic dimensions and properties of other fields of art.

3. In developing "Taleng Phai", knowledge in modern theatre is applied with the
systematic use of stage direction, lighting and special effects, following written scripts and full
live orchestra, many components of which derived from the previous production of "The

Romance of The Three Kingdoms, the episode of The Battle of the Red Cliff.”

KEY WORD: CHAKRABHAND POSAYAKRIT / DEVELOPMENT OF PUPPETRY / PUPPETRY / THE
ROMANCE OF THE THREE KINGDOMS / TALENG PHAI PUPPET THEATRE
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