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The study of Apsaras at Angkor Wat: reflecting the social of Khmer people in
the era of king Suryavarman Il (1113-1150 AD).
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Abstract

The evolution of costume of Apsara bas-relief at Angkor Wat had changed from
many factors until the Art of Angkor Wat. Apsara garments at Angkor Wat are decorating with
small flower patterns and square patterns. More importantly, these patterns never appear in
any previous eras until the art of Angkor Wat. It is possible that are related to a textile that was
so popular at the time and reflecting the social of Khmer people in the era of king
Suryavarman Il (1113-1150 AD).

The results of this research are: The differences between skirt patterns and styles on
Apsaras of Angkor Wat may be attributed to the diffusion of external influences through Khmer
culture. The evidence of such diffusion also reflects the relationship between the royal court
of King Suryavarman Il and other countries. The Apsaras' skirts reflect the female mode of dress
in each era, and finally, the differences between styles of Apsara garb reflect a hierarchy

among Apsaras and reflect a division of social classes during the era of King Suryavarman |I.
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