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The social construction of meaning, patterns and saving process of master’s students of

business administration program in entrepreneurship at silpakorn university
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Abstract
This qualitative research aims to investigate the social construction of meaning,

patterns, saving process and saving problems based on grounded theory approach. The data
were collected from 18 master’s degree students of Business Administration program in
Entrepreneurship at Silpakorn University using in-depth interviews, observations and note-
taking, and document analysis.

The results of this study found that ‘saving’ is defined as 1) an act of sparing the
portion of disposable income accumulated for future expense; 2) an act of saving money for
long-term investment to prepare for private business; 3) a positive self-discipline of planning to
pay off tuition including purchase of securities for the families; 4) an act of saving money for a
planned purchase of assets; and 5) an act of saving money for personal goals. The patterns of
saving consisted of voluntary saving and supportive saving from families or institutes. Saving
process is categorized into two types: 1) planned saving and 2) unplanned saving. Last,
the obstacles to saving behaviors include 1) external factors affecting the main income, 2)
unplanned expenditure, 3) the problems caused by friends, 4) a lack of discrete saving
planning, and 5) uncertain expenses.

Keywords The social construction of meaning, patterns, saving process and saving problems.
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