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Abstract
The study “the Prison Reform through Process of Rehabilitation for Returning

Prisoners to Society: a Case Study of Nangrong District Prison, Buriram Province” aimed to 1)
find out prison performance model for rehabilitation in returning inmates to the community,
and 2) to offer recommendation as guidance to return prisoners to the community at Nangrong
district prison, Buriram province. This study collected the data with qualitative approach by
interview with the former Buriram provincial governor and focus group with Nangrong prison
warden, prison officers, ex-convicts who have passed the rehabilitation program, and village
representative.

The results showed that prison performance model could be divided into 4 stages,
i.e. 1) intake, 2) operation rehabilitation, 3) pre-release, and 4) aftercare. Those stages aimed to
promote education, healthcare, proper environment for rehabilitation by appointing prison’s
village committee that is only one prison in Thailand that use this model. The Nangrong prison
have low recidivism rate at 11 % and completely no drug and prohibited items at 100 %.

For recommendation as guidance to return prisoners to society, the prison set up the
sentence plan following Department of Corrections’ policy, which is a rehabilitation plan for all
convicts in prison, and then after prisoner release, villages also set up village plan based to
support. With the help of the local community, this model can guarantee ex-prisoners could

be accepted and will successfully reintegrate into community.
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