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ABSTRACT
The purposes of this research are to: 1) study the impact of ASEAN Community

integration in 2015 on the provision of basic education in Thailand, 2) formulate the basic
education strategies for Thailand which are appropriate for ASEAN community integration, and
3) evaluate the draft strategies for driving basic education towards the ASEAN community. The
sample participants used in the study were 19 experts from the Office of Basic Education
Commission, Primary Educational Service Area (PESA) and Secondary Educational Service Area
(SESA) and 488 educators across the country. This study utilized a mixed method research
approach, using qualitative and quantitative data analysis. The research tools used in-depth
interviews and questionnaires. The statistics used for data analysis were percentage, mean and
standard deviation (SD).

The results found that:

1. Entering into the ASEAN community, students need to be developed in the areas
of critical thinking and synthesis, initiative, second language and neighboring languages.
Teachers need to be developed to modify teaching styles, curriculum integration and
technology in teaching, while taking advantage of professional development opportunities.
Core curriculum standards should come from brainstorming at all levels. The Ministry of
Education should decentralize the administration, allocate the budget appropriately, evaluate
the worthiness and the achievement of expenditure efficiency.

2. The strategy for driving basic education in Thailand towards the ASEAN
community contains the following: 1) to encourage the development of learners to have
knowledge, ability, skills for the 21st century and desired character traits on the basis of the
national education standards while advancing the education standards in the national,
regional, ASEAN and international levels; 2) to develop the knowledge level of teachers and
educational personnel and to develop the skills to convey this knowledge while ensuring the
teacher quality meets the professional standards required to develop learners in ASEAN; 3) to
accelerate the development of basic education management in all forms and at all levels to

raise standards for ASEAN; 4) to raise curriculum development and the learning management
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of basic education in all forms and at all levels to international standards; 5) to encourage all
sectors involved in the provision of basic education including formal, non-formal and informal
education to adopt the principle of participation to promote thinking, doing, checking and
being responsible together to drive the basic education towards ASEAN; 6) to promote the
performance-based budgeting for basic education in all forms and at all levels.

3. The draft strategy for driving basic education towards ASEAN community is
appropriate, feasible, utilizable and accurate at the high to highest levels in all 94 strategies.

Keywords: strategy, basic education, ASEAN community
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