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Pattern of fresh market in Siam and in Suphanburi province
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Abstract

This research aims to explore the character of fresh markets in Suphanburi province,
comparing with the markets in Sukhothai, Ayutthaya and Rattanakosin periods. In consequence
of their developments, the research shows that, in Sukhothai, most markets were marketplace
because the city located away from river and people traded in the community square or in
production places. In Ayutthaya era, because of its location, floating markets were popular.
With the ethnic diversity, marketplace and production place had own explicit characters,
commercial building were found and the characters of building depended on each ethnic.
However, in the early of Rattanakosin, the characters of market was not complex and diverse
as much as in Ayutthaya period. floating market was more significant than marketplace. During
the reign of King Rama V and King Rama VI, public facilities and utilities especially road system
was well developed which forced marketplace to be influenced. In terms of Suphanburi
province, in the ancient town of U-Thong to Ayutthaya period, floating markets were very
popular. Some marketplace were set up beside floating markets and in the metropolitan area.
In Rattanakosin period, the markets in Suphanburi were divided into 4 early ages; the first
period, most of markets were floating, the second was found that there were marketplace
along the river, the third, marketplace were away from the river, and the fourth was about
marketplace in the era of well road system. This research showed the development and the
factors that affected patterns of fresh markets in Suphanburi province. And it can be used in
the development, rehabilitate and management of the fresh market, as well as the design

which is appropriate in each area of each period.
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