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Abstract
The objectives of this study are to investigate, analyze, and evaluate people’s

perception regarding physical impact from rural settlement and urbanization on the natural
and cultural environments of Ko Yo for conservation and development planning proposal of
rural community in Songkhla. In conducting the research, employed methods included
collecting information from printed documents, electronic sources, and field survey.
Environmental impact perception evaluations were gathered from 150 samples by means of
questionnaires during January 2019 and performed a statistical analysis using means and
standard deviation. Findings from research are as follow. In the natural environment, impacts
on environments that being rated highest significance are Songkhla Lake, beaches, shorelines,
mangrove forest and native seaweed, high significance are all mountains, hilly areas,
woodlands and plantation sites. In the tangible cultural environment, highest significance are
residential compounds and homestay cottages, high significance are commercial clusters,
restaurants and coffee shops. Most infra-structure facilities and public services are rated low
and least significance except Taksin Kadee Suksa Institute. All religious compounds are also
rated low and least significance. Traditional vernacular houses are rated highest significance,
while all historic buildings are rated high significant. In the intangible cultural environment, all

religious events are rated low significance. Local wisdom that being rated highest significance
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are Ko Yo roof tile, confined fishery pond in the lake, and “Kora” insect protection device, high
significance is Ko Yo textile. And in the natural and cultural environment, high significance is
Khoa Kuti Monastery at hilltop. For conserving and controlling development within Ko Yo, the
researcher recommended concerned authorities to set up an environmental protection plan
and boundary to cover highly significance rated environment sites within 500-meter distance
from shoreline. All Ko Yo mountains, hilly areas, woodlands and plantation sites should be
designated as “GreenPrint” for conservation, no and restricted growth purposes. Furthermore,
comprehensive and urban design plans for urbanization, conservation and development of all
Ko Yo rural communities should be formulated. Buffer zones of setback and building structure
height control should be established to protect landmark, historic structures, and natural
features, in order to preserve rural townscape character and skyline, and to create vista for

people to enjoy natural environment attractions.

Keywords: Rural Settlements And Urbanization, Perception In Impact On The Natural And
Cultural Environments, Ko Yo Rural Community, Conservation And Development Of Rural
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