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A Comparison of Opinions and English Proficiency between Students
Studying with Native English-Speaking Teachers and Those with
Non-Native English-Speaking Teachers
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Abstract
Over the years the choice of whether to assign native English-speaking teachers

(NESTs) or non-NESTs to conduct English teaching in Thailand has been the subject of much
debate. Unfortunately, research dedicated to casting more light on this problem is very scarce,
thus triggering the development of misunderstanding of the two groups of teachers. The
current paper aims to directly address this issue by means of an empirical study. A comparison
of Thai university students who were trained by NESTs and those studying with Thai instructors
was made to investigate their opinions on the instructors’ and their English proficiency. In
doing so, the strengths and weaknesses of the two groups of instructors could be identified.
Suggestions with regard to the development of instructors for more effective English

classrooms are also given in the final section of the paper.
Keywords: English teaching, non-NEST, NEST, opinion, English proficiency
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