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This academic essay is a part of the dissertation topic “Surasak Charoenwong in The Appreciation from
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Abstract
This article aims to study and analyze the last workpiece of Professor Surasak

Charoenwong before his passed which is named “Himmapan Creatures from Imagination”. It is
the collection book illustrating the various kind of Himmapan creature drawing, including new
created characters which never existed before. Consideration to the related art studies, the
Himmapan creatures typically seen mainly came from the ancient art with no artists’
expression. Unlike the work of Professor Suraksak, the expression of his feeling to family
relation through symbolic and comparison found through his art.

Therefore, the objective of this essay is to study the influences of Himmapan
creatures in the ancient art toward the creativity of Professor Surasak by analyzing, including
comparing types of Himmapan creatures shown in “Thai Dum” book from the reign of King
Rama Il and the painting decorated in the Vihara of Wat Suthat compared with “Himmapan
Creatures from Imaginations” by Professor Surasak Charoenwong. They are diversity in different
contexts found in all the 3 above-mentioned resources as per below.

Set 1 - 77 kinds of Himmapan creatures in “Thai Dum” book. They are found to have
small throne on all of their backs. They all were also drawn in the same standing posture used
as ornament attached to royal funeral processions. They are elaborate, yet to be lifeless.

Set 2 - The Himmapan creatures painting which decorated inside the Vihara, above
doors and windows of Wat Suthat, in total of 48 kinds. They are ideally beautiful showing
various kind of creatures from imagination. They look more alive comparing to the creatures
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from “Thai Dum” book, however, the relationship between creatures are not obviously shown.
The paintings intended to relate with the mural painting in the Vihara which clearly present
visions and beliefs in Bhuddism at that period.

Set 3 - The Himmapan creatures from imagination, totally 151 kinds, created by
Professor Surasak Charoenwong. Even his creatures were influenced greatly from the above 2
sets, the aesthetic of family relationship was found which never seen in the above works. For
example, the scene of creature family that parents are playing with their children reflecting his
warm loving heart as a father. His work expressed his feeling toward the family relation

including the imagination to create the new Himmapan creatures that never existed.
Keywords: Himmapan Creatures, Surasak Charoenwong
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