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The Development of Instructional Packages to Practice English Reading
Comprehension Skill by Using Task-Based Learning with Local Learning

Resources for the Eleventh Grade Students
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Abstract

Reading is an important tool in acquiring knowledge. Especially, reading
comprehension skills can help students to understand the detail of the stories that they read.
At present, many students still lack reading comprehension skills. Which can be seen from the
reading tests, and the result from the Ordinary National Educational Test. The development of
instructional packages to practice English reading comprehension skill by using task-based
learning with local learning resources can help students to improve their English Reading
Comprehension Skill.

The purposes of this research were to 1) study the needs and the fundamental data to
develop the instructional packages to practice English reading comprehension skill by using

task-based learning with local leaming resources for the eleventh grade students.
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2) develop and test the efficiency of the instructional packages to practice English reading
comprehension skill by using task-based leamning with local learning resources for the eleventh
grade students based on criteria of 80/80 3) compare students’ English reading comprehension
before and after using the instructional packages to practice English reading comprehension skill by
using task-based learning with local learning resources and 4) survey the students’ opinions toward
the instructional packages to practice English reading comprehension skill by using task-based
learning with local learing resources. The sample of this research consisted of 34 students of the
eleventh grade during the second semester of 2018 academic year of Thamakawitthayakom
School, Kanchanaburi from cluster random sampling. The research instruments were the interview
forms, the focus group questions, the instructional packages, the lesson plans, the English reading
comprehension skill test, and the students’ opinion questionnaire. The obtained data were
analyzed by percentage, mean, standard deviation, dependent t-test and content analysis.

The results of this research were as follow:

1) The students, teachers, and people who related to education would like the
instructional packages that based on general geography, history, important places, local products,
traditions, and beliefs. The instructional packages should be variety of activities, encourage
students to practice real task, and focus on Student-centered learning. 2) The efficiency of the
instructional packages to practice English reading comprehension skill by using task-based learning
with local learning resources for the eleventh grade students was 91.29/82.35 which was the
efficiency higher than standard criterion (80/80). This instructional packages were developed by
using Thorndike’s Connected Theory, which focused on task-based learning. The students practiced
successively the tasks until they had higher reading comprehension skill.. 3) The students’ English
reading comprehension skill posttest scores were higher than pretest scores significant at the .05
level. and 4) The students’ opinion toward the instructional packages to practice English reading
comprehension skill by using task-based learning with local leaming resources were at a highest

level.

Keywords: Instructional Packages/ Task-Based Leamning/ Local Learning Resources/ Reading

Comprehension Skill
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Introduction
Nowadays, the global society is the era of globalization. It is the era of information age

communication without borders. There are many developments and changes in communication
technology. Language is an important intermediary in transferring information from one source to
another. English is an international language that is used worldwide. (English Language Institute,
2015) Thai people need to have knowledge and skills in English communication to communicate
with foreign countries because there are many tourists in Thailand. They have come to travel and
work here. So Thai people have to speak English to foreigners and they have to practice using
English in education, business, and daily life. It accords with the Basic Education Core Curriculum
AD. 2008, Subject area of Foreign Languages (Ministry of Education, 2008) identifies that learning
foreign languages is important and essential in everyday life because it is an important tool in
communication, education, seeking knowledge, occupation, learning the differences of tradition
and culture and using foreign language for communication.

Reading comprehension is an important tool that helps in acquiring self-knowledge and
bring the knowledge to use. Students have to practice reading comprehension skill and make it
more efficient. According to Kaewkam (2013) reading is a tool to seek the knowledge, help to
develop intelligence, thinking, decision making, career and education. It can help the readers track
the progress of the world in an instant and also cause knowledge and enjoyment. On the other
hand, it was found that teachers still taught reading English in the same way. They read and then
students repeat and translated for leamers. They didn’t find the modification or finding new
teaching techniques for teaching students. Furthermore, Chauykaew (2014) said teaching of reading
comprehension wasn’t as successful as it should be because there were many students who can’t
read for finding main idea. As the researcher taught Mathayomsuksa 5 students of
Thamakawitthayakom School who studied English subject the second semester of academic year
2017, and found 41.24% of students got grade 3 or more grades. So it was at the fair level. There
was 58.74% students could Identify the main idea, analyze the essence, interpret and express the
opinions from listening to and reading feature articles and entertainment articles, as well as provide
the justifications and the examples for illustrations. It wasn’t in line with the school's criteria 60%. If
it can solve problems in reading comprehension of students. They will get higher achievement.

(Academic affair Thamakawitthayakom School, 2017)
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English is a subject which is in skill group, where skills arise from repeated repetitive
behavior until being fluent and skilled. This can be related to Thorndike’s Connected Theory
(Thorndike, 1914) leaming causes of the practice of repetitive actions and frequent actions that
become proficient. Thus, teachers have to organize the teaching and leaming activities for students,
and they have the opportunity to practice English until they can read for comprehension fluently.
Instructional package is a material which can help the students to practice English skill. This
consist with the research of Promprasert (2012) studied the construction of learning activities
packages in English primary 3 students because it was found that teachers still lacked
interesting techniques and methods for teaching English. Students lacked motivation to study.
And learning achievement of primary 3 students still did not achieve the school's goals.
Therefore, the study of the construction of learning activities packages in English primary 3
students was found the result of English learning achievement of primary 3 students after
learning through learning activity packages in English was higher than the pre-test at .05 level
of significance. Also consistent is Paeng-on’s study (2016) which reported that using the
instructional packages to practice English reading comprehension skill was better way to
develop the teaching for reading comprehension because there were many variations of
activity and students had the opportunity to practice reading. Furthermore, Lertvattrakan
(2014) studied the development of Instructional package to practice listening and speaking in
English communication with emphasis practical work for primary 5 Mary Wittaya school
because the primary 5 student's listening and speaking skills were quite low and the teaching
method could not make students interested and enthusiastic about learning. The instructional
package to practice listening and speaking in English communication could encourage students
to succeed in listening and speaking skills.

The result was the post-test of learning by instructional package used to practice
listening and speaking in English communication with emphasis practical work was higher than
the pre-test.

Instructional media is also an important aid in improving students’reading
comprehension skills. It consists of a procedure and various learning activities. It is the
intermediate between teachers and students. It is a learning activity for students to learn from
real experiences and it can change the learning behavior of students. From research studies on
the instructional package. There are many researchers have conducted research to improve
reading skills by using instructional package, which is an instructional media. It can improve

students' reading skills. Paeng-on (2016) said using the instructional package to practice English
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reading comprehension skills is a good way to improve English reading comprehension skills
because there were many variations. Also consistent is Lertvattrakan’s study (2014) which
reported that the instructional package could improve the language skills of students. The
students used background knowledge to practice language skills and cause expertise, agility
and agility. From the study, the researcher found the instructional media which can solve
English reading comprehension’s problem is an instructional package.

Teaching method, which can improve the students’ reading comprehension skills,
was Task-Based Learning. This learning activity focuses on doing the task. Students have the
opportunity to use language in the real situation through doing tasks. The activity emphasizes
meaning more than form until fulfilling the objectives, reflecting the understanding of English
language skills and the results that come out in the form of tasks. The process of Task-Based
Learning is as follows (Willis, 1996, Ellis, 2003) Pre-task, During-task and Post-task. Task-Based
Learning can improve the students’ reading comprehension skills by applying local learning
resources of Tha Maka District, Kanchanaburi Province in the instructional packages.
The students also get the new knowledge about their local learning resources.

The Secondary Educational Service Area Office 8 (2011) identified the content of
local learning was assigned for the educational institutions to provide experiences for students
to learn about their own localities, in terms of importance, geography, economic conditions,
society, art, culture, traditions and community problem. It will encourage the students to love
and cherish with their own localities. This accord with the third principle of Basic Education
Core Curriculum A.D. 2008, Subject area of Foreign Languages (Ministry of Education, 2008)
Education courses that satisfy decentralization allowing the society to participate in
educational management in accordance with local conditions and needs. Also consistent is
Tanyabut’s study (2014) which reported that teachers must be aware of the importance and
value of using local information in learning management. They must study, explore, gather the
information about local learning resources, make the relationships between schools and
communities and invite the local speakers to plan and organize activities with teachers.
Pontree (2016) studied effect of using English lesson focusing on Task-Based Learning and local
issues on listening-speaking abilities for Mattayomsuksa one students of Namklaingwittaya
School found that the students’ achievement on listening-speaking ability after using the
lesson was significantly higher than before using constructed material at .05 level. Moreover,
Konman (2016) studied the development of English academic reading exercises focusing on

Task-Based Teaching of Muthayomsuksa five students of Princess Chulabhorn’s
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collageMukdahan found that English academic reading exercises focusing on Task-Based
Teaching was suitable for those who were learning a new language as a second language and it
was the most effective language teaching method. Students could participate in the use of
real language in the classroom as well as the tasks design, task discussing, problem-solving and
playing games. These things could help students to use language in meaningful. They worked
together according to the steps specified in that activity until achieving.

From the study of various problems and findings, the researcher found that
developing reading comprehension skills by using instructional packages with local learning
resources was a great way to improve the reading comprehension skill of the students.
Therefore, the researcher was interested in the development of instructional packages to
practice English reading comprehension skill by using Task-Based Learning with local learning
resources for the eleventh grade students. These instructional packages could develop reading

comprehension skill of students and taught them to love and cherish with their hometown.

Research Objectives
1. To study the needs and the fundamental data to develop the instructional

packages to practice English reading comprehension skill by using task-based learning with
local learning resources for the eleventh grade students.

2. To develop and test the efficiency of the instructional packages to practice English
reading comprehension skill by using task-based learning with local learning resources for the
eleventh grade students based on criteria of 80/80.

3. To compare students’ English reading comprehension before and after using the
instructional packages to practice English reading comprehension skill by using task-based
learning with local learning resources.

4. To survey the students’ opinions toward the instructional packages to practice

English reading comprehension skill by using task-based learning with local learning resources.

Research Hypothesis

1. The instructional packages to practice English reading comprehension skill by using
task-based learning with local learning resources for the eleventh grade students based on
criteria of 80/80.

2. The students’ English reading comprehension skill after learning through the
instructional packages to practice English reading comprehension skill by using task-based

learning with local learning resources was higher than the pre-test at .05 level of significance.
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3. The students’ opinion toward the instructional packages to practice English
reading comprehension skill by using task-based learning with local learning resources were at

a high level.

Literature Review
Instructional Package
Instructional Package is the teaching materials or documents that were created by

the teacher to be used in teaching. It consists of the instructional manual, lesson plans,
learning activities, information sheet and exercises. Learning by using Instructional package
makes students can learn effectively and change learning behavior in good way (Meepian,
2014, Dechthaisong, 2010; Lertvattrakan, 2014). This research consisted of 4 instructional
packages to practice English reading comprehension skill by using task-based learning with
local learning resources. The elements of instructional packages consisted of cover page,
preface, table of contents, explanation, teacher and student role, learning objectives, learning
standards, indicators, basic concept, information sheet, activities and answer keys.
The researcher created the instruction package according to Thorndike’s Connected Theory.

The instructional package was develop and test the efficiency 3 times. There were
individual testing, group testing and field testing. These testings were for the instructional
package to be effective according to the specified criteria.

Reading Comprehension Skill
Reading comprehension skill defined as the reading process in which students can

understand or identify main idea of the story. The students can tell what this story is about.
They can also arrange and predict occurrences correctly. In addition they can apply knowledge
and use the backeround knowledge to understand the story and tell the purpose of that story
(Chauykaew, 2014; Tanyabut, 2014; Chalermthammawong, 2014). This research studied
students’ English reading comprehension skill from reading passages and doing exercises in the
instructional packages, which was created by the researcher. Students must be able to tell or
identify the main idea from the passage that they read. They could use skimming technique to
find key word, topic and detail from the reading passage. They could know the position of the
main idea by considering the content from 4 positions as follows; main ideas are often found
at the beginning of paragraphs, main ideas are often found at the ending of paragraphs, main

ideas are often found at the middle of paragraphs and the main idea is implied.
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Local Learning Resources
Local Learning Resources was the interviewing information about Tha Maka District

Kanchanaburi Province from provincial culture, a community leader and an intellectual, who is
knowledgeable residing on the particular place. This medium emphasize the collaboration of
both educator and eleventh grade students to enhance the interest, improve their learning
management and English reading comprehension skills. The summary includes 4 topics;
general information, the important places, the local products and traditions and beliefs in
Tha Maka.

Task-Based Learning
Task refers to students output based on learner’s understanding. They should apply

backeground knowledge to recount new lessons and use language to interact with others,
focusing on meaning rather than erammar. In addition, it is a continual activity with clear steps
and goals. For instance, drawing while listening to audio media and follow the instruction given
with the teacher supervising. The teacher must organize a variety of activities that will help the
learner gain more benefits than using language for communication only (Nunan, 1989; Willis,
1996; Ellis, 2003). This research, the researcher managed the learning activity and focus on
student-centered. The developing is under the guidelines of learning management based on
Task-Based Learning with Local Learning Resources in Tha Maka District, Kanchanaburi Province.
The researcher analyzed the steps of Task-Based Learning from the concept of Ellis (2003)
Skehan, (1996) and Willis (1996). There were 3 steps: 1) Pre-task 2) During-task and 3) Post-task
which can be explained as the following details.

1) Pre-task is the preparation before the students doing the actual task. In this step,
students start learning the difficult vocabulary from the instructional packages. They study the
content and the method of the task in each set of instructional packages. Teachers let
students do the task which is similar to the actual task.

2) During-task is the actual task which students have to do. They can work in group
or in pair depend on the directions in the instructional packages. While students are doing their
task, they should collaborate their ideas to each other do the planning in order to complete
the task. Teacher must be the mentor to guide and assist the learners.

3) Post-task is the activities to evaluate the language usage in English skills and it’s
fluency. This step focus on emphasize the meaning of language. The students must analyze
the activities or tasks that they have performed. The teacher uses questions to encourage and

assess the students learning behavior.
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Scope of the Research
1. Population and sample
1.1 Population in this study were eleventh grade students who were studying in

the second semester of 2018 academic year at Thamakawitthayakom School located in
Tha Maka District, Kanchanaburi Province. There were 8 classrooms with a total of 267
students.

1.2 The sample was Mathayomsuksa 5/3 who was studying in the second
semester of 2018 academic year at Thamakawitthayakom School located in Tha Maka District,
Kanchanaburi Province with a total of 34 students from cluster random sampling and used the
classroom as a random unit. The population is divided in each cluster as 8 classrooms.
The students in each classroom had a variety of intellectual characteristics such as excellent,
good and fair students. But different classrooms had similar characteristics.

2. Variables used in the research

2.1 The independent variable was the instructional packages to practice English
reading comprehension skill by using task-based learning with local learning resources.

2.2 The dependent variable were reading comprehension skill and the opinion
toward the instructional packages to practice English reading comprehension skill by using task-

based learning with local learning resources.

Research Instruments

1) The interview forms to interview the needs about English teaching was assessed
by 5 experts with Item Objective Congruence Index criteria. The overall evaluation outcome
was at 1.00 every item.

2) The interview forms to interview the needs about using local leaming resources
to encourage English teaching assessed by 5 experts with Item Objective Congruence Index
criteria. The overall evaluation outcome was at 1.00 every item.

3) The question needs about teaching and developing English reading
comprehension’ s innovation assessed by 5 experts with Item Objective Congruence Index
criteria. The overall evaluation outcome was at 1.00 every item.

4) The instructional packages to practice English reading comprehension skill by
using task-based learning with local learning resources assessed by 5 experts with Item
Objective Congruence Index criteria. The score of each question was more than 0.5. The

results of efficiency test revealed as follows: 1) the efficiency scores of the individual study
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were 83.33/81.67; 2) those of group study were 85.00/82.22; 3) those of field study were
86.16/86.17.

5) The lesson plans designed according to the components and procedures of Task-
Based Learning instructional. Its I0C evaluation was assessed by 5 experts and the score of
each question was more than 0.5.

6) English reading comprehension skill test consisted of objective and subjective
tests. The objective test included 20 questions. Its IOC evaluation was assessed by 5 experts
and the score of each question was more than 0.5. The scores of questions were analyzed to
examine the difficulty (p) with the difficult score ranging from 0.20 to 0.80. The result showed
that the reliability score of the test was 0.82. The subjective test included 2 questions. Its IOC
evaluation was assessed by 5 experts and the score of each question was more than 0.5. The
difficulty score was between 0.20 and 0.80. The result showed that the reliability score of the
test was 0.85.

7) The students’ opinion questionnaire was assessed by 5 experts and the I0C score
of the questionnaire for the students towards the Instructional Packages to Practice English
Reading Comprehension Skill by Using Task-Based Learning with Local Learning Resources was

more than 0.5 for every item and the reliability score of it was 0.82.

Research Methodology

The development of instructional packages to practice English reading
comprehension skill by using task-based learning with local learning resources for the eleventh
grade students was conducted by means of a research and development (R&D) methodology
and used the one group pretest — posttest design. There were 4 steps of the research process
as follows:

The 1" step was studying the needs and the fundamental data to develop the
instructional packages to practice English reading comprehension skill by using task-based
learning with local learning resources for the eleventh grade students. The researcher analyzed
the basic education core curriculum B.E. 2551, school curriculum of the subject area of foreign
languages, academic papers, research journals, theories, documents, texts, and literature that
related to developing the instructional packages to practice English reading comprehension
skill by using task-based learning with local learning resources and Tha Maka local learning
resources. The researcher used content analysis and presented in descriptive form. The

researcher studied the needs of English teaching by interviewed from the supervisor of the
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subject area of foreign languages, the president of the parent-teacher association of
Thamakawitthayakom school, the deputy director of academic affair, the head of foreign
language department, and the parent representative, conducted focus group discussions about
teaching and developing English reading comprehension’s innovation from the English teachers
and the eleventh grade students, studied the needs of using local learning resources to
encourage English teaching by interviewed from the provincial culture, a community leader
and an intellectual. The results of the interview can be concluded as the following details.

1) Instructional package was appropriate to use in learning because there were
various activities, the contents should be interesting. It should have picture with beautiful
colors. The font is suitable for the age of the student. Teacher should use authentic
assessment.

2) Task-Based Learning was the activities which let student to do their tasks. They
could use thinking skills and work with friends. It should have group work and pair work. The
students could plan, report and share their task with friends.

3) English reading comprehension skill was the important skill for students. Teacher
should develop the new innovation to improve and practice English reading comprehension
skill of students. Local information should be added in the lesson to practice English reading
comprehension skill because it was the information around students.

4) Local learning resources were stories and experiences in student life. It was a story
or information that students should know. Local learning resources are useful for learning.
Therefore, teachers should use local learning resources to integrate in learning management. It
instills students to appreciate, love and cherish their own localities. Moreover, it enables them
to apply knowledge about local learning resources to life. And disseminating local information.

From the results, researcher used the information to design and develop the
instructional packages to practice English reading comprehension skill by using task-based
learning with local learning resources.

The 2™ step was developing and testing the efficiency of the instructional packages
to practice English reading comprehension skill by using task-based learning with local learning
resources. The researcher brought the results from the 1™ step to develop the instructional
packages to practice English reading comprehension skill by using task-based learning with
local learning resources draft. It consisted of cover page, introduction, contents, explanation,
teachers' roles, learner’s role, objective of leaning, standards and indicators, key concept,

activities, activities’ answer, and lesson plans. It was determined by 5 experts with item
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objective congruence index. Then revised and found out the effectiveness of field try out. This
instructional package was different from the other instructional packages because this one
used local learning resources of Tha Maka District, Kanchanaburi Province to practice English
reading comprehension skill of the students. In addition, it used Task-Based Learning in the
learning management.

The 3 step was experimenting of the instructional packages with a sample group.
The researcher used the instructional packages to practice English reading comprehension skill
by using task-based learning with local learning resources with Mathayomsuksa 5/3 who were
studying in the second semester of 2018 academic year with a total of 34 students with the
following steps.

1. Tested reading comprehension skills in English before using the instructional
packages to practice English reading comprehension skill by using task-based learning with
local learning resources.

2. Organized learning activities according to the lesson plan.

3. Tested reading comprehension skills in English after using the instructional
packages to practice English reading comprehension skill by using task-based learning with
local learning resources.

The 4" step was evaluating and improvement of the instructional packages.

The researcher conducted the following.

1. The researcher evaluated English reading comprehension skills of Mathayomsuksa
5/3 after learning from the instructional packages. The researcher used the English reading
comprehension skill test and then brought the test results to find the difference of average
score before and after using the instructional packages. The results showed that the average
score after using the instructional packages (X = 16.47, S.D. = 1.05) was higher than the
average score before using the instructional packages (X: 11.26, S.D. = 1.58)

2. The researcher surveyed the students’ opinions toward the instructional packages
to practice English reading comprehension skill by using task-based learning with local learning
resources by inquiring 4 aspects: the learning atmosphere, learning management by using
instructional packages to practice English reading comprehension skill by using task-based
learning with local learning resources, Knowledge of local learning resources in Tha Maka

district Kanchanaburi province, and benefit from learning management.
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Research findings
The results and the finding of this study were as follows;

1. The needs analysis about English teaching from the supervisor, the president of
the parent-teacher association of Thamakawitthayakom school, the deputy director of
academic affairs, the head of foreign language department, and the parent representative
were: teachers should organize the teaching according to the standards and indicators
specified in the basic education core curriculum B.E. 2551, and teachers should focus on
providing experiences for students from easy to difficult content and integrating local learning
resources into the lesson. The results from focus group discussions about teaching and
developing English reading comprehension’s innovation from the English teachers and the
eleventh grade students were; teachers should use various forms of measurement and
evaluation of reading comprehension, there were pre- evaluation, formative evaluation and
summative evaluation. English reading comprehension test, task evaluation form, reading
evaluation form and behavior evaluation form are some of the exemplar of evaluation form.
The result of the needs on using local learning resources in order to incite English teaching by
interviewing from the provincial culture, community leader and intellectual were; teachers
should choose a story or content that is related to the students’ life, teachers should instill
students to love and cherish their own local. To add on teachers should take students to
educational trips because this may help the students to experience and gather the first hand
information from the local learning resources. Teachers, and people who related to education
would like to inculcate instructional packages. As a rundown that based on general geography,
history, important places, local products, traditions and beliefs. The instructional packages
include variety of activities, encourage students to real life application and focus on student-
centered learning.

2. The result of the efficiency of the instructional packages to practice English reading
comprehension skill by using task-based learning with local learning resources for the eleventh

grade students are shown in Table 1
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Table 1 The efficiency of the instructional packages to practice English reading comprehension

skill by using task-based learning with local learning resources for the eleventh grade students

Score Score while using instructional package Total | Post-test
Set 1 Set 2 Set 3 Set 4

Total Score 20 20 20 20 80 20
Number of student 34 34 34 34 34 34
Score 635 607 611 630 2483 560
Percentage 93.38 89.26 89.85 92.65 91.29 82.35
Mean 18.68 17.85 17.97 18.53 71.00 16.47
Standard Deviation 0.73 0.99 0.76 0.66 1.88 1.05
Efficiency E;=91.29 | E,= 82.35

From Table 1, it can be seen that the efficiency of the instructional packages to
practice English reading comprehension skill by using task-based learning with local learning
resources for the eleventh grade students was 91.29/82.35 which was the efficiency higher
than standard criterion (80/80).

The instructional packages to practice English reading comprehension skill by using
task-based learning with local learning resources for the eleventh grade students is the
instructional media which use to practice English reading comprehension skill of students. It is
conducted through learning management by using task-based learning. The example of using
instructional packages to practice English reading comprehension skill by using task-based

learning with local learning resources is shown in Table 2.
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Table 2 The example of using instructional process of using instructional packages to practice
English reading comprehension skill by using task-based learning with local learning resources

Lesson 1 The general information of Tha Maka.

Step Process Hour Task

1. Pre-task 1. Students learn about vocabulary of the general 2
information of Tha Maka.

2. Students learn about how to find the topic and
the main idea and do the exercises. (pair work)

3. Students learn about how to make a mind
mapping and they practice making a mind mapping.

4. Teacher monitor and give advice to students.

2. During-task | 1. Students learn about the general information of 1
Tha Maka.

2. Students read the passage about the general
information of Tha Maka and they summarize the
content from the passage and make a mind
mapping. (group work)

4. Students plan and report their mind mapping and
they share the idea with friends.

6. Teacher monitor and give advice to students.

3. Post-task 1. Students learn about the history of Tha Maka. 1

Mind mapping about the general information of Tha Maka

2. Students analyze the language form from the task
and practice finding the main idea and details from
the passage.

3. Teacher observe the learning behavior of

students.

3. The result of a comparison of the students’ English reading comprehension skill
before and after learning through the instructional packages to practice English reading
comprehension skill by using task-based learning with local leamning resources are shown

Table 3.
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Table 3 comparison of the students’ English reading comprehension skill before and after
learning through the instructional packages to practice English reading comprehension skill by

using task-based learning with local learning resources.

Test score N Total )_( S.D. t Sig.
score (2 tailed)
Before learning 34 20 11.26 1.58
-15.440 .000
After learning 34 20 16.47 1.05

* With statistical significance at the level of .05

From Table 3, it can be seen that the students’ English reading comprehension skill
after learning scores were higher than before learning scores, with a statistical significant at the
.05 level.

4. The students’ opinion toward the instructional packages to practice English
reading comprehension skill by using task-based learning with local learning resources are

represented in Table 4.

Table 4 The students’ opinion toward the instructional packages to practice English reading

comprehension skill by using task-based learning with local learning resources.

Evaluation report )_( S.D. Opinion | Ordinal
Using Instructional Package
1. The difficulty of vocabulary. 4.50 0.56 Highest 2
2. Content is interesting, and encourage 4.44 0.61 High 3

students to learn.

3. Practice and develop the students 4 basic 4.59 0.50 Highest 1

language skills.

Average Total 4.51 0.56 Highest 4
Task-Based Learning
4. Clarity of the instruction. 4.68 0.47 High 3
5. Activity time is appropriate. 4.50 0.50 Highest 2
6. Activity in lined with the indicators and 4.59 0.50 Highest 1

learning standard.

Average Total 4.59 0.49 Highest 1
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Table 4 The students’ opinion toward the instructional packages to practice English reading

comprehension skill by using task-based learning with local learning resources (continued)

Evaluation report )_( S.D. Opinion | Ordinal

Local Learning Resources

7. Students know the vocabulary, idioms 4.47 0.50 High 3
and grammatical structures about Tha Maka

District that is used in the tasks.

8. The activity helps to increase knowledge | 4.56 0.50 Highest 1
about Tha Maka district.

9. Students can disseminate information | 4.53 0.50 Highest 2
about Tha Maka district to others.

Average Total 4.52 0.50 Highest 3

Benefit

10. Students enhance English reading | 4.59 0.50 Highest 3

comprehension skills.

11. Students can apply the knowledge from | 4.56 0.50 Highest 2

instructional package in daily life.

12. Students have the intention to perform | 4.62 0.49 Highest 1
work tasks.
Average Total 4.59 0.50 Highest 1
Total 4.55 0.50 Highest

From Table 4, it can be seen that the students’ opinion toward the instructional
packages to practice English reading comprehension skill by using task-based learning with

local learning resources were at a highest level (X = 4.55, S.D. = 0.50).

651



Humanities, Social Sciences and arts Veridian E-Journal, Silpakorn University

Volume 12 Number 5 September — October 2019 ISSN 1906 - 3431

Discussion

The development of instructional packages to practice English reading
comprehension skill by using task-based learning with local learning resources for the eleventh
grade students discussed the results of the research as follows.

1. From the needs analysis, it found out that developing English reading
comprehension could be done by constructing a new innovation, which helps students to
practice English reading comprehension skills. So the instructional packages to practice English
reading comprehension skill by using task-based learning with local learning resources that the
researcher has developed, it accord with the basic education core curriculum B.E. 2551, and
Thamakawitthayakom school’s curriculum. The instructional packages should have interesting
content and it should involve with students local information such as general geography,
history, important places, local products, traditions and beliefs because the students can
develop and enhance their English reading comprehension skills through continuity of practice
reading from the passages in the instructional package. Inside the instructional packages should
have eye catching pictures and sort of content from easy to hard level. Task-Based Learning
was the learning step which use in the instructional package. The students can do the tasks by
themselves, plan, report and share the idea with each other. It focus on student-centered
learning. Teacher should use the different assessment tools. The finding was consistent with
Promprasert (2012) who found that construction of learing activity package in English had to
go through a systematic construction by studying the teacher handbook and the basic
education core curriculum B.E. 2551 to determine the details of the content, learning
objective, time, learning activities and evaluation in each learning activity package for students
to achieve the objectives. The students who learn through the instructional packages to
practice English reading comprehension skill by using task-based learning with local learning
resources will have the knowledge about local information and appreciate the nifty of their
hometown.

2. The efficiency of the instructional packages to practice English reading
comprehension skill by using task-based learning with local learning resources for the eleventh
grade students was 91.29/82.35 which indicated the efficiency higher than standard criterion
(80/80). The reason why the instructional packages were efficiency as criteria because the
instructional packages have passed the finding efficiency 3 times; the individual study, group
study and field study. The research brought the results to develop the instructional package to

augment the quality. In addition, it was found out that the first efficiency was higher than the
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after efficiency because students could make the score from the instructional packages higher
than the score from post-test. It agrees to the research by Lertvattrakan (2013) who found that
the efficiency was higher than standard criterion due to construction of the instructional
package from bringing the instructional package to the experts then they checked the accuracy
of the content after that the researcher brought the instructional package to develop followed
the experts’ suggestion until the researcher got the quality instructional package. There was an
experiment to find efficiency with subgroups. Then the experiment was used with a group of
students who are not sampled in the experiment. The researcher studied the behavior of using
instructional package, noted observations and defects after that developed the instructional
package again for more efficiency and collected data and brought the results to improve.

3. The students’ English reading comprehension skill posttest scores were higher
than pretest scores significant at the .05 level. Because the content in the instructional
packages followed the task-based learning steps and integrated local information of Tha Maka.
The students were interested in the contents that they learned and they also practiced their
tasks. They could be confident for asking questions, showing their opinions, and working
together with each other. The finding was consistent with Suriyarungson (2014) studied the
development of reading exercises for main idea using Phetchaburi local information for
Mathayomsuksa 1 students and found that the posttest achievement was higher than the
pretest, there was a significant difference between at the level .01 Thus, the improvement of
instructional packages to practice English reading comprehension skill by using task-based
learning with local learning resources was completed. The researcher used the instructional
package in learning management, it could help the students to practice and improve English
reading comprehension skill. In addition, Samothai (2015) said that students learned about
their local information that could help them to develop their reading skill, the knowledge of
local and learned with happiness. Furthermore, the researcher emphasized the importance of
the previous knowledge that has been synthesized by with the basic education core
curriculum B.E. 2551, and school’s curriculum. It consisted of people who specialized in
teaching English at the secondary level, designing instructional activities, and selecting the right
media for reading. Learning materials were captivating and had correspond to the students’
life. These things could motivate the knowledge and understanding of the existing reading to
affix new knowledge which can also relate to the Schema theory (Rumelhart (1980), Hackers
(1981), Weaver (1988) believed that the knowledge of the readers who have accumulated

since birth until grown and throughout their lives was a system of knowledge stored in the
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brain systematically. The knowledge would link to each other when receiving new knowledge
or information. Readers would be able to understand new information by linking new
information with background knowledge which would make the reader understand the
content of the story that was read and obtain new knowledge. It agrees to the research by
Mahmood, H. K. M, Nikoo, R. F. & Bonyadi, A. (2013) studied the role of schema or background
knowledge activation and graphic Organizer on Increasing Iranian EFL Learners’ Reading
Comprehension found that background knowledge affected the ability to speak. The
background knowledge that students were familiar with on that topic could encourage
students to practice speaking tasks effectively. This backeround knowledge allowed students
to pair with new knowledge that students already know about that topic.

4. The students’ opinion toward the instructional packages to practice English

reading comprehension skill by using task-based learning with local learning resources were at

a highest level (X = 4.55, SD. = 0.50). When considering each aspect, it was found that the
most agreeable students were on task-based learning and benefit from the learning
management. The finding was consistent with Puengprom & Cojorn (2018) who studied the
development of learning activity Package in English reading comprehension skills based-on
brain-based learning approach for Mathayomsuksa 1 Students and found that the students’

satisfaction toward the learning activity package in English reading comprehension skills based

on brain-based learning approach were at a high level of satisfaction (X = 4.33). The students
were satisfied with the learning activity package at the highest level. It might be because of the
construction learning activity package based on learning psychology. This instructional
packages used Thorndike’s Connectionism Theory Thorndike (1914) include Law of Readiness,
Law of Exercise, and Law of Effect. Organizing learning activities that focus on developing
reading comprehension skills in English is an interesting thing, the contents were the local
information of students. The students were interested in learning activities because there were
various activities and they had the opportunity to work together with their friends in a group or

pair.
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General Suggestions
From the finding of the research, the researcher had suggestions about the

development of instructional packages to practice English reading comprehension skill by using
task-based learning with local learning resources for the eleventh grade students as follows;

1. Teachers who will apply these instructional packages to practice English reading
comprehension skill by using task-based learning with local learning resources should study
the details of instructional packages to clearly understand.

2. Students have developed English reading comprehension skill and they have the
knowledge about their local information. Teachers have to choose the various contents and
interesting such as conversation, news, article, song lyrics, fairy tale, documentary and etc. And
students can also participate on choosing contents on the focus group discussion.

3. The school has the instructional packages to practice English reading
comprehension skill by using task-based learning with local learning resources this is a new
innovation and school should provide the training to expand the results for interested teachers
in the institution.

4. The researcher can propagate and expand the results to the secondary
educational service area office 8 to provide the training for teachers in educational areas who

are interested in creating innovative learning activity.

Recommendations for further research
From the development of instructional packages to practice English reading

comprehension skill by using task-based learning with local learning resources for the eleventh
grade students, there should be additional study and research on the following issues.

1. There should conduct a research to develop the instructional packages to practice
English reading comprehension skill by using task-based learning with local learning resources
for the eleventh grade using other teaching methods such as community language learning,
communicative approach, cooperative learning and etc.

2. There should be a research to develop instructional packages for listening,
speaking or writing skills by using task-based learning with local learning resources for the
eleventh grade.

3. There should provide reading materials with other content to practice reading
comprehension skills such as news, advertisements, articles, western stories, folk tales,

documentaries and etc.
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