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Abstract
Yaowarat is the country’s remarkable economic center in the past that connected

various but unique cultures of “business and residential areas as well as urban lifestyles” and
integrated into one. However, the urban expansion of Bangkok has caused Yaowarat to
currently face a serious problem of congestion resulting in poor quality of life of the people in
this fair economic community. This is due to lack of an appropriate way to develop public
space, which, according to the theory of relationship of “perceived-conceived-lived” spaces,
needs to know the factors that affect the formation and the behavior of public space
utilization of the community people. According to the theory, the social space formation is
derived from different lifestyles of the people in each community. Therefore, we should study
the process of public space formation rather than the public space itself. (Lefebvre, 1991 : 53).
This research then selected Pad Sai Community as the representative of Yaowarat Community
to study physical and behavioral conditions in using public space of the people; due to their
similarity in terms of occupations, ages, nationalities and religions. As per Madanipour’s theory
(1996 : 26), although it is quite difficult to integrate physical, psychological and social studies of
a public space; they are truly connected in a profound way. Hence, the study has to cover the
perception, the creation and the utilization of such space. The researcher then surveyed,
compared and evaluated the Physical Determination and Behavioral Determination of the
public space in order to find out which factors had more impact on its formation. It was found
out that behavioral determination factors seemed to affect the formation of public space in
Pad Sai Community more than physical determination factors. As a result, to relate this finding
into an appropriate way of developing public space in an old community; we have to concern
more on behavior of the community people since physical determination factor derived from

an academic design may not be in line with the need and behavior of the local people.

Keywords: Formation, Public Space, Social Space, Physical Determination, Behavioral
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