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Abstract
This study has three objectives: 1) to understand Thai traditional medicine club

members’ motivation for becoming a Thai traditional medicine healer, including their
confidence in traditional Thai medical knowledge and opinions about various aspects of its
practice; 2) to understand how changes in government regulation policies has impacted the
effectiveness of Thai traditional medicine; and 3) to study how Thai traditional medicine
practitioners have adapted under government regulation policies. This paper presents
a qualitative methodology, conducted by in-depth interview and non-participant observation
using a purposive sampling strategy. Ten traditional medicine healers are the key informants in
this study. The data are used to summarize, analyze, and describe Thai traditional medical
concept and medical healers’ roles through the lenses of critical medical anthropology.

The results of the study found that

1) Information about Thai traditional medicine in the clubs studied is as follows:
1.1) Thai traditional medicine club members’ motivation for becoming a Thai traditional
medicine healer are similar. Some of them passed on the business from generation to
generation, but there are some people who learn how to run the business by themselves. Thai
traditional medicine healers in this club has passed the examination of the Thai traditional
medical license. 1.2) Thai medical healers have confidence in this practice and fully trust in
Thai medicine because Thai medical knowledge was passed on from generation to generation
or was found through good medical teachers with reputable medical texts. Even so, there are
some people who could not answer this question. 1.3) The Thai traditional medicine
profession is divided into 6 categories, which include but are not limited to selling traditional
medicine, preparing medical treatments, making traditional medicine, selling medicine that was
prepared by others, and so forth. 1.4) Thoughts about the future of Thai traditional medicine
can be characterized by 3 groups of opinions. The first group believes that Thai medicine will
persist in Thai society because of its value. The second group believes that Thai medicine will
be passed on into a more limited group of people and there will be fewer opportunities for
villagers and common people to access this knowledge. The third and final group, represented
by only a small number, believes that both Thai and Chinese medicines will disappear
completely, starting with Chinese medicine since fewer and fewer people are able to read

Chinese texts.
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2) The changes in government regulation policies have impacted the effectiveness of
Thai traditional medicine into two ways. 2.1) Eight problems have arisen from government
regulation policies, including the problems associated with the required examination to get
Thai medical healer’s license, issues about the criteria for high quality Thai herbal medicine
production (referred to as the “GMP problem”), etc. This study finds that seven problems that
already existed in Thai traditional medicine which are 2.2) Seven problems have arisen
previously, including the lack of confidence in the efficiency of Thai traditional treatments,
problems concerning textbooks and traditional Thai medicine management, and problems
caused by the healers themselves, among others. 3) How Thai traditional medicine
practitioners have adapted under government regulation policies can be defined into 2
aspects. 3.1) Adaptive Curing Role, where Thai traditional medicine’s main role is of treatment.
This is directly affected by the law, including requirements such as getting a Thai traditional
medicine license and adjusting the medicine production using GMP production standards to
meet government criteria. 3.2) Attenuated Curing Role, a type of adaptation found less
commonly than the first type. It is a change in which some Thai traditional medical healers
than they must stop selling traditional Thai medicine in the near future because sales are
already decreasing gradually and are expected to stop eventually.

In addition, it has been found that in the study area, key Thai traditional medicine
healer informants have the qualifications as the healers related to traditional views of the

medical healers’ role.

Keywords: Thai Traditional Medicine, Thai Traditional Healer, Traditional Medicine/ Indigenous
Medicine, Rehabilitation of Thai Traditional Medicine, Healer
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