Humanities, Social Sciences and arts Veridian E-Journal, Silpakorn University

Volume 12 Number 6 November — December 2019 ISSN 1906 - 3431

a s a ¥
fﬂEJJ’H‘W“U'eN‘LﬂNﬁiiﬁﬂuwas‘l’lu%ﬂiﬂiiu RRFINL IEJﬂW

Physical Abstraction in Georgia O’Keeffe’s Painting.
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Abstract
The purpose of this article is analyze visual expression of an artist pertaining to

shape and space by studying Georgia O’Keeffe’s paintings, who employs natural objects, either
living or once living, in the composed landscape via various perspectives until they yield
unique characteristics that could foster specific feelings rooted from the paintings abstract
quality.

The case study was done on O’Keeffe’s Pelvis series created between 1943 and
1947 focusing on five selected works: Pelvis with Moon; Pelvis with the Distance; Pelvis II;
Pelvis series Red with Yellow; and Pelvis series.

The study took a close look at her creation of shape --- positive and negative on
which is the result of the artist’s methods to present a pelvic shape by expanding its sizes,
creating light and shadow along with its position and direction.

The study shows that the shape (pelvis) and the space (sky) mutually impact and
interact because the artist created dimensional composition that interplays with of length,
breadth, depth, and height together with distance. Her shape and space then could be both
positive and negative. The double nature of O’Keeffe shape and space had been developed

through years.
Keywords: space in visual art, abstract in Painting, painting, Georgia O’Keeffe
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m‘wﬁ 1 Georgia O’Keeffe, Petunias, Oil on Canvas, 45.6 x 76.3 cm. 1925

s : https://ncartmuseum.org/blog/view/okeeffe_and the flower equation
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m‘W‘ﬁ 2 Georgia O’Keeffe, Pelvis with Moon, Oil on Canvas, 61 x 75 cm. 1943

fisn : https://allpainters.org/paintings/pelvis-with-moon-georgia-o-keeffe.html

¢ Raphael Kosek. Pelvis with Moon,1943 Georgia O’Keeffe. Accessed May 10, 2019, available from
https://staticl.squarespace.com/static/50a3e7b0e4b0216a96954b82/t/552447adedb0bat8a543aa8b/1428440996713/Ko

sek+-+Pelvis+with+moon%2C+1943.pdf



https://allpainters.org/paintings/pelvis-with-moon-georgia-o-keeffe.html
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/50a3e7b0e4b0216a96954b82/t/552447a4e4b0ba68a543aa8b/1428440996713/Kosek+-+Pelvis+with+moon%2C+1943.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/50a3e7b0e4b0216a96954b82/t/552447a4e4b0ba68a543aa8b/1428440996713/Kosek+-+Pelvis+with+moon%2C+1943.pdf

Humanities, Social Sciences and arts Veridian E-Journal, Silpakorn University

Volume 12 Number 6 November — December 2019 ISSN 1906 - 3431

mwﬁ 3 Salvador Dali, Atavistic Ruins after the Rain, Oil on Canvas, 65 x 54 cm. 1934

i : https://www.dalipaintings.com/atavistic-ruins-after-the-rain.jsp
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mwﬁ 4 Georgia O’Keeffe, Pelvis with the Distance, Oil on Canvas, 121.9 x 101.6 cm. 1943

i : https://curiator.com/art/georgia-okeeffe/pelvis-with-the-distance

! Suzan Hamer. Pelvis With The Distance1943 Accessed May 10, 2019, available from

https://curiator.com/art/georgia-okeeffe/pelvis-with-the-distance
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m‘wﬁ 5 Salvador Dali, The Enigma of Desires, Oil on Canvas, 110 x 150.7 cm. 1929
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A 6 Georgia O’Keeffe, Pelvis I, Qil on Canvas, 75 x 61 cm. 1944
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m‘W‘ﬁ 7 Georgia O’Keeffe, Pelvis series, Red with Yellow, Oil on Canvas, 90 x 120 cm.1945

fian - http://www.artchive.com/artchive/o/xokeeffe/pelvis.jpg.html
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m‘wﬁ 8 Georgia O’Keeffe, Pelvis series, Oil on Canvas, 90 x 120 cm. 1947

i : http://www.artchive.com/artchive/o/xokeeffe/pelvis.jpg.html
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mwﬁ 9 Rene Magritte, The Listening-Room, Oil on Canvas, 38 x 46 cm. 1958

i : https://www.facebook.com/artistmagritte
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