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Abstracts
The Tai Dam are a minority group that reside within Thailand. These settlers were

once Vietnamese who lived along the Red and Black River of northern Vietnam. In the 1880’s a
group Vietnamese fled to Thailand. They are Thais known as “Tai Dam” or “Lao Song”.
At present, some 90 million ethnic Tai Dam people live across the region, and can be divided
into 80 groups. The ethnic Tai Dam group is found in four countries: China, Laos,
Thailand, and northeastern Vietnam. They believe that their ancestors originated in
Sipsongchuthai  Region, the homeland of the Tai Dam peoples in Southeast Asia and
migrated to other countries due to conflicts or in search of better and more fertile land on
which to settle. Amidst the traditional conservation of the Tai Dam people, the Tai Dam in
Thailand now want to be called Tai Dam rather than Lao Song. Their way of life, dialect,
culture and traditions are partially influenced by Buddhism, but all the original traditions and
beliefs have been preserved. Therefore, State restrictions on the expression of ethnic identity
in public spaces has made it necessary to select, receive, adapt, or change ethnic cultural
symbols. Tai Dam are able to adapt their life style during Thai’ s culture in every era by
respecting the human rights, traditions, and culture without losing their ethnical identity. While
Thai society and Tai Dam ethnic groups can accept each other's differences. Both Thai and Tai
Dam people can live happily together. Therefore, Tai Dam still maintains their identity during

the society change from past to present.
Keywords: Tai Dam, ethnic, contemporary
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