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Abstract
The purposes of this research were 1) to study the situation of living and way of life

in the railway community before the construction of the double-track railway; 2) to study the
effects of the construction of a double-track railway on the railway community; and 3) to
propose the guidelines for solving the impacts and needs of people in the railway community,
a case study of Thepharak Community, Mueang District, Khon Kaen Province. This research
used the qualitative research methodology. The data was collected from 30 key informants by
using 4 methods consisted of documents, group discussion methods, in-depth interview
methods, and participatory observation methods.

The result of the research showed that for the situation before the construction of
the dual-track railway, the population who lived in the Thepharak community has invaded,
which they lived on the land of the State Railway of Thailand, without a lease and a lease.
Their career is general employees. After the construction of the double-track railway, the Jira-
Khon Kaen junction, it directly and negatively affected the 4 communities. In the term of the
society, the State Railway of Thailand returned to the area of the first 40 meters of the railway
track. It is the reason that the people who live in the first 20 meters must demolish the
buildings in which they receive compensation from the state. In terms of economy and
income, when the living conditions of the community change due to homelessness, its impact
is the unemployment of people, including additional expenses. In the term of health and
environment, Thepharak community is affected by air pollution from dust and noise pollution
from construction, including vibration from drilling. In terms of the needs of people in the
community, it was found that they want the government to provide a living space for them
that are near to the old area. They want the government to support and increase employment
rates. They want the government and relevant agencies to set up measures to solve the
problems from the construction activities. Besides, they need compensation for the affected

communities at a reasonable rate.

Keywords: impact, double-track railway, railway community, thepharak community
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