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New data from the excavation at Donkha Ancient Town
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Abstract

The objective of the excavation at Donkha ancient town in Nakhonsawan Province is
to study historical and cultural development of Donkha ancient town and its relationship to
the other ancient towns in the neighboring countries.

The result of the study revealed the traces of two period settlements, pre-historical
period (ca. 46" century AD.) and Dvaravati period (ca. 711" AD)).

Trace of pre-historical settlement was found outside Donkha ancient town to the
south (test pit no.3) as seen by the discovery of burnished pottery decorated with vertical lines
inside the pots.

However, trace of historical community during the Dvaravati period existed within the
town (test pit nos. 1 and 2) where spouted pots or Kendi including carinated pots have been
reported.

The study of the development of Donkha ancient town revealed that this town had
a cultural relationship with the ancient towns in the Chaopraya basin, the Lopburi — Basak
basin and the ancient towns in Khorat plateau since pre-historical period up to the Dvaravati
period.

Although previous study indicated that the Khmer culture during the Angkor
period (9th—12th century AD.) had spread into the Khorat plateau and Lopburi — Basak basin as
seen by the discovery of two figures of Bhuddha under Naga in Khmer art one in Baphuon
style and the other in Bayon style near the Dvaravati monuments..But the excavation at
Donkha did not reveal Khmer cultural sequence. So the further study on the Khmer culture in

this area still be necessary.
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