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Concept, style and development of the mihrabs of Tonson mosque;
Bangkok Yai District; Bangkok
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Abstract
This research aims to study the concept, style and development of the mihrabs of

Tonson Mosque. The results demonstrate three concepts of the mihrabs of Tonson Mosque as
follow:
Social concept i.e. Art trends, Attitudes and needs of Tonson Mosque’s community.

Religious concept i.e. Pathway to the Islamic important places, Islamic ornaments

and symbols of muslim, and Equality among muslims.

Functional concept which drives the mihrabs of Tonson’s mosque to be designed

under Islamic principal along with the needs of Tonson mosque’s community.
Then the styles and development of the mihrabs of Tonson Mosque are as follow:

The First Mihrab (c.1688-1952): Thai Traditional Art (Late Ayutthaya Period)

The First Mihrab reflects muslim identities through Thai traditional art; late Ayutthaya
style; due to Tonson’s mosque persons realized that it was the best style for mihrab.

The Second Mihrab (1954-2009): Thai Applied Art and Arab Applied Art

The Second Mihrab shows the Islamic awakening among Tonson Mosque’s persons.
It was designed resemble to mihrab of Al-Nabawi Mosque in Saudi Arabia and was blended
with Thai Applied Art by borrowing some elements of Thai Applied Architecture.

The Third Mihrab (2009-present): Islamic Art

The Third Mihrab was designed follow Islamic art aesthetics. Its form and ornaments

were inspired from Islamic art in Egypt and Persia. Hence it is truly Islamic Art.
Keywords : Mihrab, Islamic Art, Mosque, Muslim
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