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Vasan Sitthiket : Art for Political Activities
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Abstract

Vasan Sitthiket as an activist artist has created several pieces of activist artworks,
especially in visual arts category for more than 20 years. This type of art movement, reflected
from political and existing situations in society, is still novel and recently appealing in Thailand.
Moreover, there are still less related studies focusing on activist art. This thesis includes three
objectives: 1) To study the development of the activist art of Vasan; 2) To study the concepts
and forms to present the artist’s artworks and; 3) To study the significance of each political

events in which the artist participated.
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This qualitative and descriptive research gathers the artist’s visual arts categorized in
activist art, totally 49 remarkable events. Criteria and data approaches applied to evaluate the
significance of the events are to review the artist’s artworks, to access related literatures, and
to interview art specialists, and other artists who are familiar with the activist artist. All data are
analyzed, concluded, and found that:

1. The first period of the artistic development is indicated that the artist accumulates
ideas and direct experiences in politics and social activities. The next stage is to create
distinctive artworks appearing his personality and mirroring his thought toward significant
political circumstances, portraying higher degree of each specific event.

2. The artworks presenting activist concepts and forms basically originate from
existing social conditions and political activities. For example, most paintings of the artist
mainly demonstrate political concepts and democratic development.

3. The significant degrees of egeneral activist events and problematic cases are
resulted in high and average levels of artworks’ reflection, respectively. On the other hand, the
aspects of significant reflection to the artist’s works. Furthermore, the high level of significant

event is show highly related to the form of painting.
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