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The Impact Playing a Role on Changes of Sculptural Decoration Forms of Religious
Buildings in Temples (A Type of Common Temples)
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Abstract

Located in community areas, religious places called common temples refer to those
cooperatively constructed by local people. They are actually surrounded by religious buildings
with an aim as the places for Buddhist monks to perform religious ceremonies, as well as for a
promotion of their spectacular beauty through a process of artistic decorations exquisitely
created and accumulated by skilled craftsmen resulting in creating the value that identifies the
society’s taste of beauty. This has been regarded as a grass root of Thai people since the
ancient time as evident in the era of Sukhothai and Ayutthaya kingdoms. It has gone through a
long period of time concurrently with the developing changes that correspond to social,
political, economic, traditional, and cultural situations and circumstances. It would, therefore,
yield either direct or indirect impact on artistic work forms, as well as on roles and duties of

creative skilled craftsmen. However, the appearing image with this regard tends to be declining.
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As a consequence, there is an inspiration for the analyses of different factors not only the
internal ones caused by the craftsmen’s actual performance but also the external factors
stemming from current social conditions that lead to the connecting problems. Besides, there
would be comparative analyses for decorative forms of religious constructions between those
in the late Ayutthaya period and the ones at present in order to reveal the development of

beauty forms, values and tastes which have been changing
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