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A comparison of pen holding methods and handwriting characteristics
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Abstract

The objective of this research was to compare handwriting characteristics of four
grasp patterns : tripod grasp with open web space, quadrupod grasp with open web space,
tripod grasp with closed web space and tripod or quadrupod grasp.The features of
handwriting examined included alignment, slant, height, space and size of letters. The sample
consisteds of 80 volunteers. Handwriting examination was performed by using a high power
microscope (Digital CCD Microscope MS-804 Scopeman). All data analyses were performed by
using a software package.

The results indicated that handwriting produced by the tripod grasp with open web
space had the maximum alignment, while handwriting produced by the tripod grasp with
closed web space had showed the biggest slant and highest height. In addition, handwriting
produced by the tripod or quadrupod grasp had the widest space and biggest size.
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