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Abstract
The purposes of this experimental research were to: 1) compare the learning

outcomes on important issues of Thai history before and after the implementation of
Inquiry-Based Learning Approach 2) study Mathayomsuksa 4 students’ abilities in critical
thinking through Inquiry-Based Learning Approach and 3) study Mathayomsuksa 4
students’ opinions towards Inquiry-Based Learning Approach. The sample consisted of
thirty-two Mathayomsuksa 4/1 students at St. Peter School, 1" semester of academic
year 2011.They were selected by simple random sampling method. The experiment was
conducted for five consecutive weeks. The instruments used for this research included 1)
lesson plans of learning activities on important issues of Thai history through Inquiry-
Based Learning Approach 2) an achievement test 3) a critical thinking ability test and 4) a
questionnaire of the students ’ opinions towards Inquiry-Based Learning Approach. The
statistical analysis were accomplished by mean (x), standard deviation (5.D.) and t-test
dependent

The results of the research were:

1. In comparison with the learning outcomes before and after learning about
important issues of Thai history of students through Inquiry- Based Learning Approach.
The learning outcomes after learning (x = 27.97, S.D. = 3.83) were significantly higher than
before learning (x= 17.66, S.D. = 3.04) at .05 level .

2. The Mathayomsuksa 4 students’ abilities in critical thinking through Inquiry-
Based Learning Approach were at the good level (x = 3.69, S.D. = 0.54).

3. The Mathayomsuksa 4 students ’ opinions towards Inquiry - Based Learning
Approach were at the high level (x = 4.12, S.D. = 0.39). The four areas were the learmning
usefulness, the learning content, the learning environment, and the learning activities

that were arranged in order from the highest to the lowest respectively.
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