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The Identity of a Salaryman: A comparative study between white collar workers and

blue collar workers of Urban Food Industrial Company.
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Abstract

The objectives of this research are to comparatively study the salaryman’s
identity in the context of both office workers and factory workers of an urban food
industrial company through a qualitative research. The qualitative portion of the research
used the sampling groups of 30 workers chosen by the purposive sampling method and
data collected through indepth interviews. The collected data was analyzed through
analytic induction, typological analysis and comparative analysis.

Moreover, The research represented the collective identity of both groups as
being one who works under a reputable and consistent company, giving back to their
organization, and defines themselves as a middle class. However, there is also a differing

collective identity between the two groups which is the working identity i.e. while the
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office workers’ identity is one of a flexible worker, the factory’s worker identity is one of
a strict worker.

Keyword: Salaryman, identity, white collars workers, blue collar workers
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