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Abstract
“Thainess”, emerged out at the same time the “Siamese” nation-state was

found, by the polity reformation under king Chulalongkorn and king Mongkut. Later
“Thainess” was transformed by the struggle between several political groupings and
their rise to take control of the state apparatuses, which are not only the means to
govern but also the means to define what the “Thai” nation is as well. This makes
Thainess become dynamical and has “multiple character”. At the present time, there
are three major characters of Thainess: 1) Thai-Buddhism culture 2) Multiculturalism and
3) Royalism. All these three meanings have been brought together under the
“exceptional state” in which sometimes coincide and sometimes contrast to the others.

Consequently, the meaning of “Thainess” still remains overlap.
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