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The Coming of Western Asian Traders to Southeast Asia
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Abstract

The beginning of contact to the eastern region of Western Asian traders is a
commercial interacting with China during the Han Dynasty, ca1™ 2™ century CE. Initially, the
trade routes were overland routes known as “Silk Route”, the maritime trade routes were
gradually developed. However, before the 7" century CE. the Western Asian traders did not
come directly to Southeast Asia. They only did business at the port and entrepots of India and
Sri Lanka. The ancient documents and archaeological evidences obviously reveal that since
the 7th century CE. the Western Asian traders had been directly contacted with the local

people in Southeast Asia.
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